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For The Sunday-School Times, 
Room for Another. 


AVE you room for another boy in 

your class,’’ said the superinten- 

dent, as he led ‘a bright lad to a class seem- 
ingly full. 

“Yes, indeed; he’s welcome here,’’ said 
the teacher; ‘‘ we can make room, can’t 
we, boys ?”’ 

“Oh, yes; we’ll sit closer together,’’ said 
one. 

“Sit beside me,’’ said another. 

In a few minutes the young stranger felt 
that he was gladly received into his new 
Sabbath home. 

The lesson for the day was recited, and 
then the teacher said : 

“Boys, when the superintendent came 
with our new friend here, and asked if we 
had room for him, suppose each had an- 
swered, both by looks and words, ‘ No, he 
¢an’t come in here; we don’t want him.’ 
How do you think he would have fel€?” 

“T guess he would have thought we were 
very rude and unkind, and never want to 
come near our Sabbath-school again,’’ said 
Charles B——-——. 

“He might have felt so, and I was glad 
tosee you give him so cordial a welcome; 
but (though you are usually polite) I should 
not have been greatly surprised if you had 
acted differently. I remember you were 
very unkind to another who wished to en- 
ter our class.”’ 

“Unkind? Why, teacher! Who was it 
wanted to come in, and we would not 
gladly let him come ?”’ 

“T was was not here,’’? said Henry. 
“NorI;’? ‘*NorI;’ cried several lads at 
once. 

“I’m afraid you were all here,’’ conti- 
hued the teacher. ‘‘I fear you all said, by 
Words and acts: 

““*No room in our class for you.’ ”” 

“T don’t remember it,’? said Willy 

——. ‘I’m sure I’m always glad to 


class full. When was it? Who was it 
wanted to come?”’ 

‘“The same who has said: 
stand at the doorand knock.’ You have 
all answered: ‘No room in my heart for 
Him.’ And yet, forgetful of this knock- 
ing, you ask, as will many at the last day: 
‘Lord, when saw we thee a stranger, and 
took thee not in ?’”’ 

Boys, is there room for another in your 
class and in your hearts? Is there room 
for Jesus there? 8. R. M. 
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The Three Little Ones. 
BY A LITTLE GIRL TEN YEARS OLD. 


Three little heads on the pillows lay; 
Three good-nights three little lips say ; 
Three little children close their eyes; 
Three little prayers ascend to the skies, 


Three little ones again they lie; 
One little one, oh, must she die ? 
An angel comes from heaven above, 
And takes the one I dearest love. 


Two little children lie in the bed: 

One little one her prayers has said, 
And says to me, “The Saviour is here, 
Take me, take me, Saviour dear.” 


One little one alone is here, 

But one of those I hold so dear ; 

She says, ‘* Mamma, I’m going away, 

To see dear Saviour and Lilly and May.”’ 


No little children here with me, 

No little ones that I can see; 

But three little children in heaven stand 
With the angels a holy and happy band. 


A. 


- 0 <r oe 
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*SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS.” 


PENING a letter one day, I found 

within, the photograph of an absent 
friend. In the joy of the new possession I 
made haste to place it where my eyes could 
rest upon it daily, and for a time took great 
pleasure in contemplating the beloved face. 
Soon, however, to my surprise, I found 
myself growing almost indifferent to it,— 
not that my love had lessened, nor the 
picture faded, but the unvarying expres- 
sion of the features wearied me; for deep 
down in my heart was a likeness of the 
face I loved, that changed to suit my every 
mood. If I were sad, I had but to look 
within, and the dear eyes answered mine 
with sweet and tender sympathy; if glad- 
ness filled my soul, the loving lips were 
wreathed with smiles; and even for my 
errors there was a look I knew—a look of 





8e¢ a new boy come. 


I like to have our 








last that often for weeks scarcely a thought 
would be given to the picture on the wall, 
so far more precious to me was the one I 
carried in my heart. 

Thus we read of. those who have spent 
years in searching for a satisfactory por- 
trait of the ideal Christ, abandoning the 
search in sheer despair, for there is no 
brush sufficiently skilled to satisfy him 
who has Christ photographed on his heart. 
The sweetness, the glory, the majesty of 
this ‘spirit photograph’’ can never be 
transferred to canvas. If we thus carry 
Christ in the heart, we have but to turn 
our eyes within, and for every experience 
that falls tous his dear face has a look of 
sympathy—joying in our joy, sorrowing in 
our sadness, grieving for our wanderings, 
radiant with the smile of forgiveness when 
we come to him humble and penitent. 

M. B. 8. 
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THE AMBITIOUS MOTHER. 


BY MRS. M. E. SANGSTER. 





S there any mother who is not ambitious? 
In the wonderful abnegation of self, 
which is a chief attribute of maternity, the 
mother becomes lost in her children, and 
she cares henceforward only for the honors 
of earth as they ean crown the bright 
brows of the boys and girls who have slept 
in her arms and been fed from her breast. 
A mother, whose little ones are still babies, 
said not long ago to the writer, ‘‘When I 
look into these soft blue eyes, and into those 
brave brown ones, [ am looking into twenty 
years tocome. Every day and all day, my 
heart. keeps saying of the boys, ‘What kind 
of men will they make—of my little girl, 
will she be happy by-and-bye?’’’ Happi- 
ness for the woman-child, honor for the 
man; so cries out the heart of the mother 
as her glances rest upon her little ones. 

Came to Christ one day, the sweet woman 
who was the mother of Zebedee’s children. 
She must have been lovely, who had borne 
those twin boys, James and John, the last 
of whom was so winsome that the sad heart 
of the Master turned to him rather than to 
any of the other disciples for sympathy and 
rest. 

‘‘Grant that these my two sons may sit, 
the one on thy right hand and the other on 
the left, in thy kingdom.’’ So, worship- 
ping him, she preferred her petition. She 
believed in the Messiah, else had she not 
desired for her sons that they should stand 





grief and pain:—and so it came to pass at 


beside the throne, its right and left hand 
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supporters, in the hour of the Redeemer’s 
triumph. A Jewess, a patriot, a woman, 
a mother, her all of hope, her all of longing, 
her all of aspiration was centered in her 
children, and though she made a mistake 
in her request, the mother-heart through 
all time throbs responsiveto hers. Sweetly, 
tenderly, Jesus set her right, and though he 
could not promise the crown, he promised 
the cross. Baptized in a common baptism 
with the Lamb of God, surely this was 
honor, surely this was glory. Foroneof those 
boys of hers, grown hoary with the frosts of 
many winters, heaven was to open wide 
its gates before he entered in; for the other, 
the swift, sharp stroke of the headsman’s 
axe was to fling them open, and shut him, 
on death’s inner side, the eternal Eden side. 

I knew an Irish woman once, a laundress, 
poor as she could well be, whose life was a 
long struggle for bread for herself and her 
lame boy Terence. ‘‘Och,’’ she would roll 
out,:in her rich brogue, ‘‘there’s nothing 
too good for my Terry. When I sees the 
rich rollin’ in their foine carriages, I’m a 
thinkin’ how illegant my own boy would 
look in the loike, and foine scholard he is, 
who knows where he’ll be yet?’ Terence, 
poor fellow, has not achieved the carriage, 
but no doubt his mother’s pride in him re- 
mains the same, and her loving faith as 
firm as ever. 

Mothers, let us covet the best things for 
our loved ones. Teachers, think of the 
mothers back of those commonplace look- 
ing children, who are hoping so much, 
praying so earnestly, for them. And oh! 
let us all think ever of the Master, and go 
with all our ambitions, where she went of 
whom our lesson speaks—to Jesus’ feet. 

Norfolk, Va. 
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The Most Neglected Duty. 


ep ERE is no Christian duty from which 

we shrink, like that of speaking perso- 
nally to the impenitent about their souls’ 
salvation. We are so afraid of offending 
our gay and worldly associates. We think 
that ever after they will probably stand 
aloof from us, will feel our presence irk- 
some, and we are loath to break our pre- 
sent friendly relations with them. 

But the truth is they expect it from us, 
and estimate our Christian character just 
in proportion as we are faithful in this 
matter. In times of sickness or trouble, 
the friend, however humble, who has been 
thus faithful, is the one they call for, the 
one they most rejoice to see. 

‘* He never spoke a word to me about re- 
ligion,’’ isa common reproach of the im- 
penitent, in speaking of professedly Chris- 
tian friends. Will it not be often heard ‘“‘in 
that lone land of dark despair?!’ Shall it 
ever be said of us there? 

Often the Spirit is striving when we least 
expect. Especially is this true in times of 
general awakening. The Spirit visits and 
melts the haughtiest hearts, though often 
the struggle against his influences is long 
and bitter. One word of loving interest 

nd Christian sympathy will break down 





the icy walls. Welldo I remember a proud, 
sarcastic school-girl, whom no one, fora 
time, dare address about her soul, though 
sinners were turning every day to the 
cross of Calvary. At last a friend did go to 
her, and begged her, too, to consider the 
question of eternal life. At the first appeal 
she broke down sobbing, while she said, 
‘*T thought no one cared for my soul.” 
Many times we make such errors in judg- 
ment, and act upon them to the undoing 
of immortal souls. It is the direct appeal 
that has the power. This, joined with the 
prayer of faith, can remove mountains of 
opposition. LoIs. 
--___- 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


‘*T Will Never Leave You.” 


AX American ship fell in, one night, 
with a poor wrecked vessel, whose crew 
were in a most pitiable condition. For 
twenty-three days they had been on the 
forecastle, exposed to every sea, with barely 
food and water enough to sustain life. A 
heavy sea was rolling, but the American 
captain at once shortened sail, wore round, 
and went close alongside. The poor wreck- 
ed mariners could only cry out for help, 
and though the captain could do nothing 
for them till thesea was calmer, he shouted 
back words of cheer, as he sailed around 
them several times during the night, 

‘* Keep up your hearts, boys; there is too 
much sea to board you now, but I will never 
leave you till I take you off.”’ 

For two nights and a day he kept closely 
them, and then the storm went down and 
the sufferers were rescued. 

How many of those who are morally 
shipwrecked, whose souls are just perish- 
ing, might be saved if Christians had only 
the determination and perseverance of this 
noble captain. If they would but resolve, 
‘*T will never leave you until you are 
saved.”’ 

But the most of us make at best but one 
or two efforts to impress an obdurate heart, 
and if our attempts are unsuccessful, we 
abandon the matter. When shall we learn 
to value the soul’s life as far more import- 
ant than that of the body? What an in- 
humanity we should have thought it, had 
this captain, because of the storm and the 
difficulty of the enterprise, sailed away and 
left them to their fate! Oh, what endless 
reproaches may the lost utter because of 
our unfaithfulness! How can we settle it 
with our own consciences, that we make 
no more effort to save those whom we know 
to be perishing ? L. L. 


ee 
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Parental Ambitions. 


T was the custom in Rome, when 

the Emperor went by on some grand 
festival day, inall his imperial pomp, that an 
officer was appointed to burn flax before 
him, crying out, ‘‘Thus passes away the 
glory of the world.”’ 

‘* Whatis there needful to make this per- 
fect ?”’ asked another monarch with enthu- 
siasm, as he gazed on a triumphal pro- 
cession assembled to do him honor. 





{ thirst for worldly honors lead her. 








‘‘Nothing but continuance,’’ was the 
reply. 

Yet it was such perishing honors the am. 
bitious mother of James and John sought 
for her children. Well might our Saviour 
reply, ‘‘ Ye know not what you ask.” At 
the best such honors bring more of trouble 
and sorrow than peace and joy, 

King Henry the Seventh had this em. 
blem in all the windows of his palace: 
crown in a bushof thorns. No doubt there 
was asad meaning to his soul in the em. 
blem. 

‘*T wish you a happy New Year,” said 
one to another great man. 

‘Tt had need to be happier than the last, 
then,’’ was the sad reply, ‘‘ for I do not re. 
member one happy day in it.’’ 

But of far greater moment than either of 
these considerations is the soul-hardening 
nature of worldly prosperity. Yet this is 
the last thing the ambitious soul considers, 

When it was told Agrippina, Nero's 
mother, that her son should become em- 
peror, and afterward slay his own mother, 
she answered, 

‘‘Let my son but be emperer, and then 
let him kill me and spare not.”’ 

To such lengths will a mother’s ambitious 
Prob 
bly it seemed impossible to her that one so 
amiable and affectionate as her darling boy 
could become such a monster of cruelty, 
When Nero was first called to sign the 
death warrant of some malefactors, he was 
almost overcome with emotion. ‘‘ Would 
to heaven I could not write,’”’ he said. Yet 
arbitrary power and sinful indulgence ra 
pidly hardened a naturally amiable heart, 
and led him to acts of inhumanity which 
make his name a synonym for cruelty the 
world over. 

Let us not covet for ourselves or our chil- 
dren such soul-hardening influences. Bet- 
ter a crust with the Lord’s blessing thana 
throne and a crown without it. J. E. L. 


re oe oo —C— 


““NOUBTLESS.” 
Psalm 126: 6, 
‘> T\OUBTLESS.” Precious, precious 
word! How it seems to double the 


value of the promise in which it stands! It 
is not meaningless; neither can it be any 
exaggeration, because inspired by the Spirit 
of Truth. This is one of the faithful words 
which cannot pass away till it be fulfilled. 
But do we take in its full significance? 
Especially in the dark days, when clouds 
of discouragement from within and without 
gather round us, causing our spirits to flag 
and faint, do we really understand what 
‘‘ doubtless’? means? Let us dwell uponit. 

‘‘ Doubtless,” without any uncertainty; 
beyond the shadow of a doubt or fear; ut 
questionably. And what is it which 18 
made so unalterably sure and certain? The 
blessed harvest of the future: a harvest 8 
rich and abundant, so joyous and gladsome, 
that the very angels in the fulness of thelf 
loving sympathy will be constrained to cry 
out and shout for joy, to see so many sheavé 
safely garnered. , 

But who are they who shall ‘‘ doubtless 
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wap this glorious harvest? Are they the 
rich and mighty ones of earth? the pos- 
gessors Of the seed ? the on-lookers, or well- 
wishers, or careless, easy-going helpers in 
the work? Not these; but the humble, 
faithful laborer who answers to the descrip- 
tion here given. Thrice blessed is he who 
can recognize himself. 

There are three points in this description : 
first, ‘‘He that goeth forth.’ Not he who 
stays at home, surrounded by the comforts 
and enjoyments of this life, sheltered alike 
from sultry heat and wintry storms; but he 
who is willing to forego his own ease, and 
manfully ‘‘ goeth forth” to the fields of toil. 

Secondly, ‘‘ and weepeth.’’ A man does 
not ordinarily shed tears, unless his whole 
being is stirred with unwonted emotion. 
The picture of a hardy sower weeping over 
his work betokens intense interest, absorb- 
ing application, and a deep sense of per- 
sonal responsibility. 

Thirdly, ‘‘ bearing precious seed.’”’ Asif 
tointimate that there are sowers, even in 
this field, who do not always sow that 
which is pre-eminently ‘‘ precious seed.” 
Something lighter may be easier to sow, 
and be more readily received. But this 
promise would seem to belong distinctively 
to those who go forth richly laden with the 
precious seed of the incorruptible Word. 
And mark, it is all in the present tense, 
suggesting the idea of action continually 
repeated with untiring perseverance. 

O ye who are thus laboring for Christ, be 
glad and shout for joy! Lift up your eyes, 
and behold the magnificent prospect 
stretching beiore you! See the resuits of 
your toil, not counted by single ears, but 
standing thick in full, ripesheaves. Be not 
overwhelmed with asense of yourown weak- 
ness and insufficiency, for God hath chosen 


‘the weak things of the world to confound 


the things that are mighty. Say not, such 
marvellous results are impossible; but 
honor God by the full, rejoicing expectation 
of receiving that which he has promised. 
And strengthen ye the weak hands, and 
confirm the feeble knees, if there be any 
around you, by reminding them of the ap- 
proaching harvest, in which all faithful 
sowers of the precious seed shall come again 
with rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with 
them, doubtless.—Sunday Teachers’ Trea- 
sury, London. 
ro 


For Christians who are Providentially Detained 
From the House of God. 


HE celebrated Thomas Fuller sends this 
comfort to all who for good reason are 
compelled to spend their Sabbaths at home 
instead of at the sanctuary : 
“Lord, thy servants are now praying in 


the church, and I am here staying at home, 
detained by necessary occasions such as are 


not of my seeking, but of thy sending. My 


‘care could not prevent them, my power 


could not remove them. Wherefore, though 
Icannot go to church, there to sit down at 
table with the rest of thy guests, be pleased, 
Lord, to send me a dish of their meat 
hither, and feed my soul with holy 
Eldad and Medad, though 


staying in the camp (no doubt on just 
cause), yet prophesied as well as the other 
elders. Though they went not out to the 
Spirit, the Spirit came hometothem. Thus 
never any dutiful child lost his legacy for 
being absent at the making of his father’s 
will, if at the same time he were cmployed 
about his father’s business. I fear too 
many at church have their bodies there and 
their minds at home. Behold, in exchange, 
my body here, and heart there. Though I 
cannot pray with them, I pray for them. 
Yea, this comforts me, I am with thy con- 
gregation, because I would be with it.”’ 

—_ 
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“Rest for the Weary.” 


66 HAVE tried my best, and I cannot 
be a Christian. I am going to give it 
up.”’ 

‘* And be what?”’ 

“Why, be happy, like other people.” 

** But you cannot be happy.”’ 

“Why not? Others are happy, who are 
not Christians, andI can be too. At any 
rate, I have been miserable enough this 
way, and I am not going to try it any 
longer.”’ 

“*'You are unhappy, not because you are 
a Christian, (you confess you are not,) but 
because you are a sinner, and know you 
ought to repent. Ah, Mary, you will not 
find happiness in turning your back on 
your Saviour.”’ 

‘*Yes ; I shall be as happy as other people 
are,”’ 

“No, Mary; having felt this longing in 
your heart for Christ’s love and peace, you 
will never be happy till you findit. Re- 
member what I tell you.”’ 

‘*Oh, I shall be the gayest of the gay.”’ 

‘“*Yes, you may be outwardly, but you 
will find no rest, no peace, no real happi- 
ness. I shall still pray that the dear Sa- 
viour will incline your heart to love him; 
but words of mine will do no good.”’ 

‘Oh, don’t trouble about me; I shall be 
all right.”’ 
* * * * * * * * 

Weeks and months passed after the above 
conversation. Mary was outwardly ‘‘the 
gayest of the gay,’’ but those who knew her 
best saw that gladness was not in her heart. 
Sickness came, but she was not ready to 
yield. One dear friend after another was 
taken away, and at length she began to see 
that there was no rest, or safety, or happi- 
ness out of Christ. After a long struggle, 
her proud heart submitted. 

‘‘ Mary,” asked her friend, ‘‘ have you 
been happy all these years?—happy, as you 
determined to be?” 

‘*Not a moment,” was the quick reply. 
‘Very often I have thought of your words, 
and feared I never should be happy.”’ 

‘“‘Are you happy now?’ 

“Yes; the long struggle is over, and the 
word that best expresses my feelings is rest. 
Iam at rest in Jesus after long warring 
against him. He told me years ago to come 
to him and find rest. Like a foolish child, 
I have been seeking it everywhere else, 
knowing all the time I could only find 








it in him. Oh, I wish I could persuade 
some one else not to be so foolish as I have 
been, but to come to Jesus now, and rest in 

his love.” M. 
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TRIALS, 

66 N ISFORTUNE,” says St. Pierre, ‘‘ re- 
sembles the Black Mountain of 
Bember, situated at the extremity of the 
burning kingdom of Lahore. While you 
are climbing it, you see before you only 
barren rocks; but when you have reached 
its summit you see heaven above your head, 
and at your feet the kingdom of Cache- 
mere.’’ Thus when the cares and trials of 
daily life loom mountain-like before us, we 
shrink and cower; but let us once rise 
above them and they change into Pisgah 
heights, where we may lean upon our pil- 
grim staffs and get restful glimpses of the 

Promised Land. M. B. &. 





+ 
SIX CONSIDERATIONS 


To Excite Sabbath-School Teachers to Zeal 
and Perseverance. 


1. The Soul of each Child is Immortal. 
When the world and all things in it shall 
come toan end, the soul of each child in 
the school will be unspeakably happy or 
miserable. How important, then, is your 
charge. He that winneth souls is wise.— 
Proverbs 11: 30. 

2. Each Child is a Sinner ; and by nature 
lying under the awful sentence of condem- 
nation.—Romans 38: 23; Psalm 14: 2, 8; 
John 38: 19. 

3. There is no Saviour but Christ Jesus. 
All other refuges are false and delusive, but 
his blood cleanseth from all sin; and the 
blessings of his salvation are offered freely, 
without money or price, to all who believe 
in his name. But children naturally know 
nothing of Christ Jesus; and how shall 
they believe without an instructor ?—Acts 
4: 10-12; Isaiah 53: 2-12; Hebrews 9: 28; 
John 8: 16, 18; Romans 5: 1, 8-10. 

4. The Time is Short; and death is cer- 
tain. We know not what a day may bring 
forth; nor are we sure of another opportu- 
nity of meeting with the children to tell 
them of an eternal world, or to exhort them 
to flee from the wrath to come. NOW, 
then, is the time to speak of Christ’s love 
to sinners, and to point out his ability and 
his willingness to save to the uttermost all 
who come unto God through. him.—Isaiah 
40: 6,7; Ecclesiastes 9: 10; Psalm 90: 8, 
10, 12; Hebrews 3: 15. 

5. Success belongs to God; but the use of 
suitable means belongs tous. And whe- 
ther a teacher is permitted to see the fruits 
of his labors in the real conversion of his 
scholars, or otherwise, his duty is the same. 
He should earnestly desire, and pray for, 
and expect, their salvation; but never be 
discouraged, knowing that God, at the time 
which best pleaseth him, will command & 
blessing.—Ecclesiastes 11: 6; Acts1: 7. 

6. Teachers are answerable to God for 
the diligent and faithful use of every talent 
which they possess.—Matthew 25: 1446; 
Ezekiel 33 : 2-9.—Tract. 
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WEEKLY LESSON." 


LESSON No. 87. 
(For Sunday, September 12, 1869.) 


The Ambitious Mother. 
MATTHEW 20: 20-28. MARK 10: 35-45. 


EXPOSITION. 


20. Then—Seeverse 17. Theholy company wasstill 
travelling through Perea; they were probably not 
far from the fords of Jordan, about to cross into 
the region over which the hostile Sanhedrim could 
readily stretch its power to injure the dear Master. 
For, the feelings of the disciples and of Christ, as 
recorded at Mark 10: 82, are such as one might ex- 
pect at such an important crisis. Jesus pressed 
forward in the very van of the company, while the 
disciples followed, amazed and afraid—amazed at 
such strange eagerness to meet almost certain 
death, afraid for their beloved Leader’s safe- 
ty, and doubtless for their own. On this occa- 
sion, as before, under the brow of Hermon, when 
Peter was rebuked as a skandalon, Matthew 16: 21; 
and during the subsequent homeward journey 
through Galilee, Mark 9: 30, Jesus instructed the 
disciples as to His approaching sufferings and 
death. He seems here, verse 17, to have done this 
at one of the halts for rest or refreshment or devo- 
tion. When He was “apart in the way” with His 
disciples. Sweet hours of seclusion, when we may 
turn aside from life’s highway with Jesus, and at 
his feet meditate upon the Cross and the Passion, 
the Resurrection and the Ascension! It is remark- 
able that these occasions should have been followed 
closely by such aspirations after chief places as 
James and John hereshow. The same ambition 
also appears at the Passover Supper, Luke 22: 24. 
And it is also to be noted that these predictions of 
final sufferings had been preceded by representa- 
tions of the future glory of Christ’s kingdom. In 
each case our Lord explains the promised Crown 
by the approaching Cross, and associates the Glory 
with the Shame. And in each case the Apostles 
fail to learn the lesson of True Greatness, and en- 
tertain unhallowed ambitions. These facts are 
important to a full understanding of what follows. 
The mother of Zebedee’s children—Salome, the sister 
of Mary, the mother of Jesus; she was one of the 
women of Galilee who followed ministering to 
Him; and she was one of those who witnessed the 
crucifixion. With her sons—James and John; in the 
account of Mark 10: 35, they present the request 
themselves ; so that Salome acted for them at their 
request, or followed up their request by her own 
prayer. Worshipping—She had high views of His 
character as the Messiah. A certain thing—Wishing 
the promise before the naming of the desired boon. 
Not an unusual course for sovereigns, see 1 Kings 2: 
20; so, also, Herod promised Herodias whatever 
she should ask. But the question seems to betray 
uncertainty as to the propriety of her desire. 

21. What wilt thou?—I will first hear your wish! 
It would become in our hands a sad perversion of 
grace, and a sorrowful grant to ourselves, were 
Christ to yield unconditioned assent toour prayers, 
And even when the petition is well, and He is will- 
ing to give, ‘‘He will nevertheless be inquired of 
to doit.” Grant—Command; as a king issues his 
royal decree. My two sons—This fact alone is often 
judged by parents to be sufficient qualification for 
high honor. It is well toremember that kinship is 
no claim to place, either in Church or State, but 
merit alone. A young man should scorn to plead 
natural relationship, or trust to the mediation of 
friends, where solid worth alone should carry the 
plea. Doubtless Salome and her sons relied very 
much upon their kinship with Christ. May sit, &c. 
—The right hand was the first place of honor at 
Court, the left hand the second, these being nearest 
to the throne. No doubt James and John were 
influenced by the glowing words of Jesus, chapter 











(*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
year 1869, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s 
Office of the District Court of the United States for 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. } 





19; 28, concerning His and His Apostles’ coming 
glory. They believed the kingdom of God would im- 
mediately appear, Luke 19: 11, and had the opinion 
that it would be largely a temporal kingdom. The 
question arises: What influence did Christ’s late 
prediction of His coming sufferings have upon 
their minds at this time? Did they realize the sad 
facts; did they wish to be first with Him also in 
His dangers? How much that is praiseworthy en- 
tered into the ambition of Salome and her sons? 
That there was an unlawful desire for pre-emi- 
nence is plain from our Lord’s rebuke and the dis- 
ciples’ indignation. That the sons at least under- 
stood somewhat of the perils which encompassed 
the path to the coveted possessor, and included in 
their request the privilege of being first in perils 
also, appears from what follows. 

22, Ye—He addresses the sons now. Know not 
what you ask—You do not fully realize the vast cost 
of pain at which the place nearest Me in My king- 
dom is to be secured! How little we know the 
awful perils which would follow the answer to 
many of our petitions in behalf of ourselves and 
our loved ones. The care and love of the Holy Fa- 
ther is often shown in withholding answers to our 
prayers. There are many points in our life at 
which we now see that both temporal and spiritual 
ruin would have followed the bestowment of our 
petitions. O Lord, teach me ever to ask in cheerful 
and entire submission to thy higher wisdom and 
love! The cup—An image of joy, Psalm 23: 5, or of 
sorrow, Matthew 26: 42; here of sorrow. Baptism— 
Often used in the same twofold sense for the divine 
allotments of joy or sorrow; but here for the chrism 
of sorrow, the bloody sweat of Gethsemane, the 
water and blood of the cross. Stier sees in these 
figures an allusion to the two sacraments of the 
church, the Supper and Baptism. These words 
refer back to the prediction of the coming Passion, 
verses 18 and 19, and imply a doubt as well as put 
an inquiry: Ye are not able, areyou? Weare able 
—So Peter said: “Yet willI never be offended,” 
Matt. 26: 34. Thus, all this group of the most fa- 
vored of the twelve, Peter, James, and John, be- 
trayed an overweening confidence in their ability 
to endure with Christ in his trial hour, For when 
the cup was being drained in Gethsemane, these 
three failed upon their watch with Him. And in 
the following scenes, James with the others “ for- 
sook him and fled,” Peter denied him, and John, 
though known to the High Priest, was a silent wit- 
ness of the Lord’sshame. O, Spirit of Power, dwell 
Thou in me; O, Crucified and Risen Saviour, let 
me dwell ever in Theeas my Stronghold and sure 
Defence; then indeed may I, in humility but with 
hope, take with Thee and for Thee the bitter cup 
of sorrow and the grievous baptism of blood! These 
men would hardly have answered so, had they 
better known themselves, or better known what 
was instore forthem! Yet we may say, weareable! 
when remembering that without Him we can do 
nothing, but with Him allthings. Lord, I am able, 
help Thou my inability! 

23. Ye shall drink indeed of my cup—James was 
the first of the Apostles to suffer death, Acts 12; 2; 
John the last to die, and therefore given to drink 
longest and deepest of the cup of suffering which all 
the Apostles quaffed. But to sit on my right hand 
and on my left—In the kingdom of God—TJs not mine 
to give—“‘ By this opposition or exception, (for it 


comes to the same thing), Jesus does not say that 9 


it is not his togive, (see Revelation 3: 21), but defines 
and declares to whom He will give it, and the time 
and order, referring all,as usual, to the Father, 
Jesus did not give it until He had drained the cup 
of His Passion and taken His own seat at the Fa- 
ther’s right hand. Nor is it an earthly kingdom in 
which he gives it, nor does he give it to those who 
have not suffered.’’—Bengel. So also Alford reads, 
‘is not mine to give except (not but) for whom,” 
&e. Observe, the words, it shall be given to them, are 
italicized in the English version and are not in the 
original, The text shows that there are Chief 
Places in the eternal kingdom, that some will have 
higher seats than others, Christis here represented 
as bestowing, the Father as preparing. Matthew 25: 
34. The following verses give a clue to the charac- 
ter of those for whom these most honorable seats 
are prepared. “Lord Jesus, if Thou wilt, let me have 
a place very near to Thee in Thy kingdom; but O 
grant me some place therein, even though upon the 
very outer bound, furthest from Thy throne!” 

24, 25. Moved with indignation—An indignation 











born of their own ambition doubtless; Matthew 
(the writer) includes himself. James and John, 
with Peter, then occupied first places in the College 
of Apostles; that they should thus anticipate the 
future and more promising kingdom was thought 
unfairand unkind. Their anger is against the two 
brethren, not the mother. Ye know that the princes, 
&e, Jesus also had a personal experience of this at 
the hands of the Romans. They that are great—But 
subordinate to princes, as ministers, governors, 
Exercise authority—Even more rigorous than the 
“dominion” of the princes, as is often the case with 
petty rulers. 

26, 27. Butit shall not be soamong you—You are 
not to have among you, nor to be to others, 
princes exercising dominion and authority : the State 
is not to be the model for the Church in this matter 
ofrulers and subjects. The text undermines the 
whole system of Popery and priestcraft. Yet there 
are to be “princes” and ‘“great’’ in the Church, 
How are they to obtain and exercise rule? Thus; 
Whosoever will be great among you, let him be your 
minister. This is Christ’s ladder to chief place in 
His Church. He who would be highest must be- 
come and be lowest; he who would rule must rule 
by the love of serving, and the service of love, Do 
I covet such greatness? Lord, give mea holy am- 
bition to be first in serving Thee and all Thine, 

28. Even as—The Exemplar ofall Christians, clergy 
and laity, rulers andsubjects alike, isnotan earthly 
king in his kingdom, but The Anointed King of 
Zion in His life of denial. The Son of Man—Appro- 
priate use of the word, indicating the place of the 
Glory but through the path of theShame. Not to be 
ministered unto—Y et how pampered and exacting do 
His servants oftentimes become! But to minister— 
TOSERVE. What condescension! Sweet name for 
the preacher of the Word: MINISTER! How better 
far than Rabbi, Priest, or Doctor! And to give His 
life—The highest act of His ministry. .A ransom— 
““A plain declaration of the sacrificial and vica- 
rious nature of the death of our Lord. The princi- 
pal usages of ransom (Greek, lu’tron] are the fol- 
lowing: 1. A payment as equivalent for a life de- 
stroyed, Exodus 31: 30; 2. The price of redemption 
of aslave, Leviticus 35:51; 3. ‘Propitiation for,’ as 
in Proverbs 13: 8. Christ ransoms us from the con- 
demnation of the Law and the bondage of sin, I 
trust not in wealth or works of mine, but in Blood 
of Thine, oh, Christ.’””’ For many—Even for me! 
This verse is the Golden Text. 


ANALYSIS. 


I. Verses 21, 22.—A Mother's Unlawful Ambition 
for her Children, 


II. Prayer Perverted through Ignorance and Am- 
bition or Self-Interest. ‘Ye know not what ye 
ask.’’—Verses 22, 23. 

III. The Places of Honor in the Kingdom. 
4arIfI would be nearest to Christ There, I must 
be nearest to Him here, in my walk, and nearest 
like Him in my works !—Verses 24-27. 

IV. The Ministry of Love is the True Greatness.— 
Verse 28. 

V. Christ Jesus the Ransom of Souls. 


ANALYTICAL QUESTIONS. 


20. When and where did this occur ?—Matthew 
20: 17. What had Jesus been talking of just before? 
What influence should this have had upon the dis- 
ples’ hearts? When had Jesus predicted His death 
before this?—Matthew 16:21. What dispute had 
followed this?—Mark 9: 34. Why did the predicted 
Cross awaken such ambitions? What was the 
name of this woman ?—Mark 15; 40. For whom did 
she act?—Mark 10:36. Who camé with her? Of 
what kin was she to Jesus? What was her first ré- 
quest? Why did she wish to secure the promise 
first? What did such a request show as to Salome’s 
opinion of her standing with Jesus? Of her — 
as to what she was about toask? .......>5+ 
21. How did Jesus answer? Why thus? Does 
Christ know our desires? Does He ever answer 
before we ask? What would follow, were He to 
yield an unconditional assent to our prayers? 
Why does He require us toask? What did Salome 
ask for? Why these places? What was the posl- 
tion of her sons with Christ already? What reason 
did she give for such a favor tothem? What did 
she probably rely upon? What is the true ground 
on which all requests for favors from our fellow: 





XUM*’ 


weomodawwt @®&ypewvs 


— = 


~~ Tr fr = © fe oS -— Om os hh Or hlUrhOlUCrOhUC OU Ul lCUlUr ll 


~~» oon a be hit 6S 











JM° 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 








menshouldrest? What must we plead whenseeking 
favors of God? Was Salome’s prayer a proper one? 
What words of Christ’s had probably excited her 
sons’ desires?—Chapter 19: 28. What were their 
views of Christ’s kingdom ?—Luke 19: 11. Did they 
believe what Christ said about His sufferings?— 
Verse 18, Did they wish to be first also in suffering 
PED RIDES) S10 Quswahsindscae dss C8 o0ee8O8 
22. What was Christ’s answer? What did He 
mean? In what respect is this true of us all? Who 
helps us in this infirmity?—Romans 8 Why, 
therefore, should we say: “THy will be done?” 
Use of the word cup?—Psalm 23: 5; Matthew 26: 42. 
Of word baptism here? Show here an apparent allu- 
sion tothe two Sacraments. What did John and 
James answer? Did they speak truly? What 
likeness had this to Peter's conduct?—Matthew 
%: 34. Wherein did their future conduct fail 
to justify their confidence? By whose help alone 
can we Say, we are able? What would have beena 
better answer for these men? ...........e00.¢ 
23. How was this fulfilled in case of James ?—Acts 
12: 2; of John? What are these places of higherand 
ofhighest honor in Christ’s kingdom? To whom 
does Christ give these? Is it lawful to hope for 
SEES SPU5G- 650-5 BO Sie wile C bles 4000 ble WieH4. © sie die 6 
24. Why were the ten indignant? Had they good 
cause? Did they show a good spirit? ......... 
25. Why did Jesus call them to Him? Does Jesus 
here condemn the orders of the princes and “the 
Ts Ath s h'.e eels WO ae Ole ole SL Wie wake ge 
26, 27. What principle of organization and govern- 
ment does Christ exclude from his kingdom? What 
principle does he establish? To whom does this 
apply? Is it lawful to desire and seek such great- 
ness? What is the difference between minister and 
servant? What is your standing according to this 
tule? Does this rule apply to home-life?....... 
28. Who is our exemplar in the ministry of love? 
Why here appropriately called Son of Man? In 
what and to whom did Christ minister? Meaning 
of Ransom ?—(1.) Exodus 31: 30; (2.) Leviticus 35: 51; 
(3.) Proverbs 13: 8. For whom did Christ die? How 
may we have this ransom? When and where 
should we seek it? What are sinners ransomed 
from? Are you ransomed? 

———————> >> 





For The Sunday-School Times, 
The Sabbath-School Work in France. 


BY ALBERT WOODRUFF, 


‘a in England and America we have only 

light enough to see how great the dark- 
hess around us is; if here, in the dawn of 
revelation, we faintly discern realms yet to 
be explored and conquered, well does it be- 
rome us now and then to glance sympa- 
thetically at laborers in other fields, toiling 
amidst difficulties that might crush us, 
though vaunting our superior strength. 
At this distance from the great reforma- 
tion, and from our stand-point it is easy to 
see that it has given us a few things, but 
the many and the greater things are yet to 
be possessed. Since it has placed in our 
hands an open Bible, we have far more 
glorious visions of truth yet to be revealed, 
and made manifest to us, as we separate 
its inspired pages. It has restored to us 
simplicity of, worship, but in the future we 
shall have a personal and a constant com- 
munion. 

If the reformation has effected the con- 
secration of a few persons and a little pro- 
perty, nations, with their wealth, are in 
reserve for it, and the still faint conception 
of universal brotherhood of true believers, 
has a power in it that shall transmute our 
very selfishness into love. While, then, 
we have received so much, we have the 
New Testament warrant for hoping to re- 
ceive infinitely more. 

But does not the history of the past make 





it clear that individual is to minister to in- 
dividual, community to community, and 
nation to nation, until the lump be leaven- 
ed? This may not merely be the method, 
but the means; for all the great inventions 
of the age seem to correspond with revela- 
tion in assuring us that no one nation shall 
reach perfection, except as it elevates others. 
If ‘‘ whatever concerns man concerns me,’’ 
were a sentiment loudly applauded by the 
ancients ; in our age of missions and Bible- 
developments it is to be our key and our 
prop now. 

Our French brethren, as may be seen be- 
low, areon the right track, seeking to re- 
vive first the dormant energies of the 
church. The following report was presented 
to the members of the Committee of the 
French Sunday-School Society, by Mr. 
Cavon, Missionary Agent. 


REPORT 


GENTLEMEN :—I have visited 34 churches, 
preached 23 times, held 12 teachers’ meetings, 
spoken to 1,761 children (751 boys, and 1,010 
girls) in 31 different meetings. I have also tra- 
velled 1,458 miles in railway, 330 miles in car- 
riage, and 153 miles on foot. Here followsa 
list of the churches he has visited. 

After this summary let me give you some 
details about the schools which have long ex- 
isted, and about the new ones. 


OLD SCHOOLS. 


There are in the parts of France I have visited, 
19 schools, which were founded some time ago. 
They are attended by 1,246 children, with 36 
male teachers and 72 female teachers. 

I constantly endeavored, in public meetings 
and in private conversations, to call the atten- 
tion of every member of the church to the ne- 
cessity of the parents as well as the children 
working for the prosperity of the Sunday- 
school. 

In most of these schools the teachers have 
no regular preparation and prayer-meetings. 
Therefore Linsisted upon the establishment 
of those meetings, being more and more con- 
vinced that such meetings are most required 
for the success of our schools. As to the small 
schools of 15 or 20 children, which often count 
only one or two teachers, I undertook to show 
them the full importance of an individual and 
serious preparation of the lessons they have 
toexplain. Accordingly, our Biblical lessons 
and our other works intended to help and 
guide the teachers have been frequently re- 
quired. 

In many cases the pastor asks your mission- 
ary agent to enforce upon the fathers and mo- 
thers the duties that God devolves upon them 
concerning the Christian education of their 
children, so that our Society may be the means 
of improving the piety and Christian life in 
the parents’ heart. 

Iam glad to testify that in all the churches 
I have visited the pastor and parishioners al- 
ways asked me to come again soon to visit 
them. Isit not an encouraging fact and a re- 
lief to us when, by chance, we have met with 
some opposition, such as happened to me from 
a pastor of the Department de la Lozere, to 
whom I had written a very polite letter, and 
who declined our propositions in such terms 
as I prefer not to repeat? 


NEW ScHOOLS. 


The new Sunday-schools are the ten follow- 
ing: 
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1. Candry (Nord), 11 S76 174 1 
2. Beauvois, 6 = &°*'@ 
8. Rampon (Lozere), 44 20 2 2 1 
4, St. Maurice(Ventalou), 384 1 Mol x 
5. La —-————_. 65 80 3 1 2 
6. St. Voy (U’te Loire), 67 8% 37 ~ «#1 1 
7. Fay le Froid (do. do.), 42 Dn 2B 2 3 
8. Le Chambou (do, do.), 200 8 11 5 4 
9. Les Vastre, 31 16 Oi 1 1 
10. Yarare (Rhone), 15 (oie ee 1 
515 233 282 #16 #414 


We mustadd to those 10 new Sunday-schools 
the churches of Araules (U’te Loire), and Port 
de Bastel (Gard), which, after the visit paid to 
them, will each have its own Sunday-school. 

Another fact which can give us serious hope 
for the future, is the activity displayed by the 
laymen in the foundation of some of these new 
schools. 

At Candry (Nord), the little Sabbath-school 
which now exists was first begun by a teacher 
of the Sunday-school at Calais, whose business 
was to draw patterns for lace-making. Since 
his departure a member of the church contie- 
nues to superintend the school, as the pastor of 
the parish cannot come more than 4 or 5 times 
a year to visit this part of his flock. The 
Sabbath-school is the more important at Can- 
dry because the Protestant children frequent the 
Roman Catholic schools, and the Jesuit teach- 
ers oblige the little girls to attend mass. 

At Fay le Froid (U’te Loire), I found many 
parents, among whom was the recorder of 
peace, very desirous to help the pastor as 
teachers in the new Sunday-school; in the 
same place many young ladies came to ask, as 
a favor, the direction ofa class of little girls. 

We were very happy to find at Foecy (Cher), 
a member of our committee, Mr. W. Fazy, 
who is now director of the China manufacture 
of this place. Mr. Fazy himself superintends 
the Sabbath-school with particular care. 

We had an excellent meeting in the reading- 
room, opened every evening and every Sun- 
day to the numerous workmen of Focy, who 
find there excellent books and newspapers. 


The increasing and deep interest that some 
laymen take in the insitution of Sabbath- 
schools, will be one of the best means of giving 
to our work the extension which it must at- 
tain in our Protestant churches. So I consider 
ita duty toinsist, especially in all my addresses 
and meetings, as well as in private conversa- 
tions, on the full importance of this lay agency. 
We thank God for his merciful blessing, and 
for having displayed through our lands the 
knowledge of the gospel to several thousand 
children, and we may say that in some de- 
partments, like that of Lozere, which contains 
no less than 40,000 Protestants, no Sabbath- 
school would probably have been established 
without our committee’s missionary work. 
But we must not, however, fail to see how 
great are the difficulties we have still to con- 
tend with. To be sure, we do admire the ac- 
tivity and success of our American and Eng- 
lish friends in the missionary work of Sunday- 
schools. Whilst in Protestant countries every 
Christian pastor or layman can freely open 
public meetings, make addresses, assemble 
children and found schools, &c., the case is 
unhappily quite different in France. Suppose, 
for instance, a missionary agent going in one 
of our departments in the west or centre of 
France, where the name of: the Reformed 

(Oontinued on page 428.) 
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Lesson No. 38, to be taught Sunday, 
September 19th, may be found in Mark 10: 
46-52. Subject: Blind Bartimeus. 

a 

WE have received $5 for Chloe Lankton, 
from A. M., Gettysburg, Pa.; $1 from ‘‘ F.,”’ 
Gettysburg, Pa.; $1 from J. L., Connecticut. 
_o—_—_—_———————-- 


The Prayer of Salome. 








HE sons of Zebedee were James and 
John. Salome is supposed to have 
been their mother, and likewise to have 
been the sister of Mary, the mother of our 
Lord. According to this, James and John 
were cousins of Jesus, and Salome was his 
aunt. The aunt and the two cousins, then, 
assured at length of the true Messianic cha- 
racter of their kinsman, and believing, ap- 
parently, that he was nowsoon to enter, by 
some mysterious baptism of suffering, upon 
his kingdom and glory, prostrate them- 
selves before him as worshippers and sup- 
pliants, and make request that in his ap- 
proaching kingdom one cousin may sit at 
his right hand, and one at his left, that is, 
that they may have the first and second 
places in the kingdom. The mother and 
her twosons united in the request, although 
the mother was the chief speaker on the 
occasion, and was probably the originator of 
the scheme. It was a mother’s love seeking 
the advancement of her children’s interest. 
The prayer of Salome has been substantially 
the prayer of many a Christian mother 
from that day to this. With such prayers, 
though they contain manifestly an element 
of imperfection and wrong, our Lord deals 
tenderly, for they spring from true love, 
and are uttered by none but true believers. 
Salome, it is evident, believed sincerely 
that Jesus was the Christ. It was her vivid 
and strong perception of this truth that led 
hef to make the request. She saw, with 
more clearness apparently than any of the 
disciples, that this Jesus was in truth the 
Lord of glory, and that as such he had infi- 
nite benefits to bestow; and with true ma- 
ternal instinct she began at once to think 
how this stupendous fact might be made to 
redound to the advantage of hersons. Her 
mistake lay, not in bringing them to the 
feet of Jesus and asking for them great 
blessings at his hand, but in specifying 
what those blessings should be. Her faith, 
strong though it was, had not yet reached 
the point that she could say to Jesus, in re- 





gard to the future interests of these her 
children, ‘‘Thy will be done.’? She wanted 
him to be good to them, not as it should 
seem to him wisest and best for them, but 
in that particular way which had struck 
her own fancy. 

Perhaps there is no boon more frequently 
asked by praying mothers than that their 
sons may become preachers of the gospel. 
If there is any blessing which we might 
ask absolutely, and without limitation, it 
would seem to be this. Yet there is danger 
that even in making such a request a Chris- 
tian mother may be guilty of the sin of 
Salome. That son, whom she so fondly 
desires tosee in the pulpit, may not have 
the natural gifts to fit him for such a work. 
It may be that placing him in such a posi- 
tion would only be the means of bringing 
upon him and her shame and sorrow. It 
may be that her prayer springs, not from a 
desire to see her son useful, but to see him 
occupy a shining position. It may be that 
he has gifts by which in other spheres of 
activity he might honor the Master much 
more than by preaching the gospel. 

Jesus knows better than any pious mo- 
ther what will be best for her sons, and in 
what way they may best serve him. Let 
her pray first of all for their conversion, 
and after that let her cry be, not that they 
may sit one on his right hand and the 
other on his left, in his kingdom, but that 
they may be blessed in his own chosen 
way, not shrinking even if heshould apply 
to her the test which he applied to Salome 
and her sons. 

Praying mother, the blessing which 
Jesus has in store for your boy, may be 
by putting to his lipsacup of bitterness 
such as that of which Jesus himself tasted. 
It may be by calling him toa baptism of 
blood.. Yet fear not to urge your request. 
Only keep down all worldly ambitions, 
and be courageous enough to say, in view 
of every possible contingency, ‘‘ Thy will 
be done.”’ 

If a praying mother should speak with 
submissive reserve, even when asking that 
her boy may become a minister of the gos- 
pel, how much more when the boon which 
she solicits is that he may be rich, or 
famous, or learned, or that he may be great 
and happy in any of the thousand other 
ways that dazzle her imagination. The 
very poorest, most degraded, least imagina- 
tive of mothers will be found, if you get at 
the bottom of her heart, to have some ideal 
of happiness for her child better than that 
which constitutes his present surroundings. 
No woman ever yet brought a man-child 
into the world, that she did not straight- 
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way have some ambitions in regard to him, 
If she be a praying woman, this strong, in- 
stinctive yearning of her heart will find 
utterance in prayer; and of all prayers ever 
uttered in this world, those of mothers are 
most important and most sincere. God 
forbid that we should speak lightly of this 
maternal impulse. The example of Salome 
is wrested from its right import, if it ig 
used to restrain this natural instinct. Its 
one lesson is, not that mothers should hegi- 
tate to go with their children to the feet of 
Jesus, but that in their supplications they 
should ever ask with entire submission to 
his most wise and gracious will. 


—~<> <> > 





AN INQuiryY.—Mr. Editor : I see in the 
New York Times, of this morning, a very 
satisfactory reply to the late inquiries about 
the funds raised here for a Lincoln Monu- 
ment, May I ask, through your paper, 
that the ‘‘National Lincoln Monument As- 
sociation,’”’ inform the Sunday-school chil- 
dren who subscribed, in 1865, through 
Alex. G. Tyng, Peoria, and Herbert Post, 
of Springfield, Ill., what has become of 
their money? At the time of that sub- 
scription lithographs of the monument were 
promised to all children who should con- 
tribute 50 cents or more,—these have never 
been sent, so far as I am informed. 

Yours, truly, SUPERINTENDENT. 

New York, August 25, 1869. 
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Concerning the Attendance of Teachers 


And Provision of Substitutes. 





OME superintendents are very ill-used 
men. In response to an earnest invita- 
tion, they accept office; perhaps they do so 
at a real sacrifice, not only to themselves, 
but to their families. At the quarterly so- 
cial meeting held shortly after the election, 
the new superintendent receives a cordial 
welcome. In the course of his remarks he 
expresses very candidly his sense of respon- 
sibility in having undertaken the new 
duty ; he explains his ideas of what a Sun- 
day-school ought to be, and how it should 
be conducted; and he makes an earnest 
appeal to the teachers for hearty and pray- 
erful co-operation, urging especially the 
duties of regularity and punctuality. At 
the end of his speech the teachers say 
‘*hear, hear,’’ clap their hands or stamp 
their feet, thus outwardly assenting to the 
truth and importance of what has been 
said, while inwardly they confess that they 
ought to be such teachers as have been de- 
scribed, and half resolve to become such. 
In fact, we have no doubt they, as well as 
our readers, would admit that there is 
contract implied in the relation of superin- 
tendent and teacher, a contract that should 
be written upon the conscience, though not 
engrossed on parchment. For the school 
which is to be superintended consists of 
teachers as well as scholars ; and in fact a 
superintendent ought to have more to do 
with the teachers than with the scholars, 
just as the commanding officer of a com- 
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pany of soldiers superintends the privates 
through the subalterns. 


For the first three or four Sundays the 
attendance of teachers is excellent: ‘‘ new 
brooms sweep clean.’’ But before long one 
and another of the teachers is missing. 
Perhaps fifteen minutes after time the last 
shepherd comes straying into the fold, and 
is rather vexed to find that as his boys have 
been divided among two other classes, the 
superintendent does not think it right to 
recall them. In other cases, a substitute is 
sent witha kind message to the class from 
the invalid teacher; but too often the su- 
perintendent is left without warning, with 
three or four classes on his hands, and is at 
his wits’ end to know how to provide for 
them. Either he has himself to teach, to 
the loss of the rest of the school; or else he 
has to try and temporarily ‘‘weld’’ two 
classes of scholars of different ages and ca- 
pacities into one overgrown and ungainly 
whole, to the great discomfort of the lungs 
and nerves of the teacher, who suffers from 
the invasion of a number of comparative 
strangers. Isnotsuch a superintendent an 
ill-used man ? 


Suppose that a minister treated his con- 
gregation in the same way as some teachers 
often treat their classes, what astir there 
would be! We can imagine the scene in 
the vestry of the chapel. Two or three 
deacons or stewards are waiting to welcome 
their pastor. Half-past ten is come, but no 
minister appears; 10.35, and still no minis- 
ter. The deacons become fidgety. ‘‘ Have 
you heard anything about Mr. A a 
“No, but I spoke to him in Bridge street 
last night, and he said he was pretty well.”’ 
The door-keeper is sent to look down the 
road for the absentee, but soon returns, say- 
ing he can see nothing of him. 10.40: the 
anxiety increases; the organist continues 
playing a voluntary composed of fragments 
from Handel, Haydn, and Gluck, to eke 
outthetime. A hasty consultation ensues; 
all agree that it will never do to tell the 
congregation that they must godown ina 
body to —— chapel in the next street, for 
adults cannot be so easily ‘‘ turned over’’ to 
another teacher as poor childrencan. Soit 
is agreed that Mr. B—— shall go into the 
desk, explain the circumstances, and give 
out a hymn of seven or eight verses, that if 
the minister has not come by that time Mr. 
C—— shall read a psalm and pray, and that 
then, after another hymn, he shall reada 
chapter in the New Testament and make 
any remarks on it that may occur to him. 
Thus an hour is spent; but the discomfort 
of the conductors and the anxiety of the 
congregation sadly mar their attempts to 
worship ‘‘in spirit and in truth.’’ At the 
close of the service several of the friends go 
to the minister’s house, and to their asto- 
nishment find that the only excuse he can 
give for his absence is that, ‘‘ he had ra- 
ther a headache,”’ or that ‘‘he had over- 
slept himself,’’ or that ‘‘ he had a visitor,” 
or that ‘‘he had not had time to prepare 
his sermon,” or some other similar pretext, 
which we can leave the consciences of cer- 
tain teachers to supply. Such acaseas this 
is incredible. But why should it be incre- 








dible of teachers who treat their classes as 
such a truant minister would have treated 
his congregation? If it would be wrong 
for him, can it be right forthem? Is there 
any difference in principle between teach- 
ing children and adults; between under- 
taking a class and a congregation? Are 
not fidelity and conscientiousness required 
in both cases? Our Lord has settled this 
question for us when he said, ‘‘ He that is 
faithful in that which is least is faithful 
also in much; and he that is unjust in the 
least is unjust alsoin much.’’ It was the 
servant with only one talent who was con- 
demned for his unfaithfulness as asteward. 


‘A Sunday-school teacher is a steward ; his 


power to teach is his talent; his class is the 
market in which he is to ‘‘ occupy,”’ that is, 
‘*trade with,’ his gift. Whenever he ne- 
glects to do so, let him see to it that his rea- 
son is one that will satisfy an enlightened 
conscience, and thus, he trusts, satisfy the 
Lord of his conscience. That Lord is a 
very considerate and forbearing Master. 
He never requires bricks without straw, 
service without the power to render it. But 
is not this astrong motive for diligence and 
conscientiousness, and for never shrinking 
from work which we have undertaken, 
unless we are satisfied that he, in indul- 
gence to our infirmities, would bid us spare 
ourselves ? 

We feel it hardly necessary to dwell on 
the evil effects of irregularity, and of leav- 
ing classes without teachers. Yet the 
thoughtlessness of some teachers seems to 
demand a few words on the subject. To 
such teachers we would affectionately but 
earnestly say, If you wish gradually to lose 
your influence over those dear boys or 
girls who gather around you, to loosen their 
attachment to the school, to train them 
into irregular habits, and in time to dis- 
perse the classaltogether—be irregular your- 
selves. The prescription is almost infalli- 
ble. ‘‘ With what measure ye mete, it shall 
be measured to you again.’’ But what can 
you say when the Chief Shepherd inquires, 
‘* Where is the flock that was given thee, 
thy beautiful flock ?”’ 


We have seen classes dwindle into the 
shadow of their former selves, under this 
treatment; and you maysee it too. Ifyou 
dread these evils, and long for the highest 
good of your class, let regularity be made 
not a matter of convenience, but a point of 
conscience. If you are going from home, 
regard it as a duty to provide a proper sub- 
stitute for your class, just as your pastor 
has, sometimes with much difficulty, to find 
a preacher for his pulpit. Never leave this 
to the eleventh hour, and then throw the 
burden upon the unfortunate superinten- 
dent. If you do not know a suitable 
teacher, you may ask him if he can recom- 
mend one; but itis your duty, not his, to 
make the provision. This may require 
some trouble; but what, that is worth much, 
can be done without trouble? And if you 
have the privilege of training the young 
for Christ, surely you will not shrink from 
the responsibilities of the work. Of course 
every rule has its exceptions. A sudden 
attack of illness on a Sunday morning may 
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prevent your either providing a substitute 
or informing the superintendent; such a 
case would call forth the sympathies of both 
teachers and children. But the rule re- 
mains unchanged; and it must be left to 
the sensitive conscience of every faithful 
teacher to apply it. 

The real remedy for the evil we have con- 
sidered, and kindred ones, is a loftier stand- 
ard of consecration. If teachers ‘elt more 
deeply that whatever they did, they might 
doit ‘‘unto the Lord,’’ surely they would 
do everything more “heartily.” They 
would study their lesson carefully and 
prayerfully ‘‘unto the Lord.””?” They would 
be regular ‘unto the Lord.’’? They would 
be punctual ‘‘unto the Lord.’”’ Christ’s 
love would constrain them, and they would 
feel it a privilege to practice any self-de- 
nial, because they ‘‘ serve the Lord Christ.’’ 
A very excellent superintendent, who was 
sorely tried by the irregularity of his teach- 
ers, once suggested to us that perhaps if 
they received laborers’ wages—half a crown 
a Sunday—this would secure regular and 
punctual attendance. Probably it would. 
But what a melancholy reflection does this 
suggest! Duty, privilege, conscience, love; 
these are not quite sufficient motives in 
themselves. The addition of a coin of the 
realm would make them so. ‘‘ The love of 
Christ constraining us’’ plus half a crown 
would overbalance the thoughtlessness or 
indolence in the other scale! 


Well, we are strange creatures at the 
best! No doubt we must all confess to very 
mixed motives. In the words of a dying 
teacher, one of the most consecrated young 
Christians we have ever known, we must 
acknowledge,— 

“Called an account to render 
Of faithful duties done, 
With single aim to please thee, 
Alas! I find not one.” 
But let none of us be satisfied, unless we 
are constantly striving to remedy our de- 
fects and increase our efficiency, under a 
solemn conviction that neither our time, 
nor our bodily strength, nor our mental 
powers, nor anything else is our own, be- 
cause we ourselves are not our own, but 
‘*bought with a price.’’— The Hive. 
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[We welcome toaplace in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.j 


National Baptist Sunday-School Convention 
and Institute.—The programme for this gather- 
ing is before us. We will announce it in full 
next week. The place of meeting is St. Louis,. 
Missouri, in the Second Baptist church, and 
on November 2d, 3d and 4th. The meeting is 
held under the auspices of the American Bap- 
tist Publication Society. 





Personal.—The Rey. W. T. Wylie, of New- 
castle, Pennsylvania, has been appointed Sec- 
retary of the Sunday-School Committee of the 
New School Presbyterian church in the United 
States. This Committee is charged with the 
supervision of the Sunday-school interests of 
that denomination, 
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The South Mission Sunday=School of St. Louis. 
A Few Words About its Organization and Sub- 
sequent History.—The present South Mission 
Sunday-school, of St. Louis, was organized in 
July, 1854, by four young men, in the base- 
ment of Saint Paul’s church, corner of La- 


_ fayette Avenue and Decatur Street, there being 


present 54 scholars and 6 teachers. The state- 
ment occasionally published that Gen. C. B. 
Fisk is the originator of this school, is a mis- 
take. Wm. Van Buren, Wm. Christopher, 
Christian Fath and Geo. Kline started it. The 
first named gentleman was one of its most 
earnest friends, until death cut short his ca- 
reer of earthly activity. During the first six 
months, six different persons filled the posi- 
tion of superintendent, for a brief period each. 
Mr. Benjamin Smith, who was the teacher of 
the infant-class, was then chosen to this office, 
and the work of the school was entered upon 
with renewed zeal and success. It was during 
his connection with the school as superinten- 
dent, from April, 1855, to May 27, 1860—above 
five years—that it obtained more notice and 
public favor than heretofore. Mr. Smith then 
returned to England, and Gen. Fisk became 
his successor in June, 1860, and filled his posi- 
tion with great acceptance and popularity until 
his connection with the army, in August, 1862. 
Thereupon, the present incumbent, Mr. Wm. 
Downing, was chosen to this office. 

For local reasons the school several times 
changed its name, being obliged to move back 
and forth, until it entered its present spacious 
building. 

During Mr. Smith's superintendency, the 
attendance was greatly augmented, reaching 
an average of 350. 

Gen. Fisk left it with an average of 550, and 
Mr. Downing, for two or three years, has had 
the satisfaction of seeing 1,100 in the school, 
on an average, every Sabbath of the year. 
The Secretary’s record shows the following at- 
tendance for 1868: Largest number present, 
2,133; smallest number, 267; average, 52 Sun- 
days, 1,140. 

For above twelve years, much of the success 
of the school has been due to the indefatigable 
labors of Mr. Sherman Spencer, in the capa- 
city of assistant superintendent. Among the 
children and youth of South St. Louis, few 
men are better known and loved. Many 
others have rendered most important services. 
Their record, which we cannot publish here, 
God keeps on high. 

May this enterprise, though begun in feeble- 
ness, continue largely to share the Divine 
blessing, and may its history inspire many 
others to labor and pray with patience and 
fidelity, until success shall gladden their 
hearts ! G. K. 





Ontario County, New York.—The Ontario 
County Sunday-School Association held its 
annual meeting, in connection with a Sunday- 
School Institute, at the Reformed Church, in 
Geneva, August 18th and 19th. Hon. Wm. H. 
Lamport, President of the Association, occu- 
pied the chair. The reports of the several 
Town Secretaries show an increasing and 
more general interest, calling into active ser- 
vice some of our most talented and energetic 
individuals in the county. The standard of 
teaching and conduct of the schools is also 
higher. The attendance was large, many from 
adjoining counties, and several from other 
States, being present. The Rey. Dr. Niles, of 
Corning, and Prof. M. M. Merrell, of Utica, 
aided in the exercises. The Institute exercises 
were well sustained. Prof. Noah T. Clark 





gave some fine examples in object-teaching 
and blackboard illustrations. Some of our 
most successful teachers and superintendents 
stated their manner of teaching and conduct- 
ing their schools. Many of them were new 
and interesting, and withal very instructive, 
showing that in some of our humblest schools 
persons are to be found who are well adapted 
to their work. In the course of the meeting 
the following persons were elected officers of 
the Association for the ensuing year: Hon. 
Wm. H. Lamport, President; N. B. Covert, 
M. D., Vice President; N. T, Clark, Corres- 
ponding Secretary ; Charles P. Moser, Record- 
ing Secretary. A Secretary was appointed in 
each town in the county. The addresses 
throughout the meeting were short, but full of 
meaning. The next annual meeting of the 
Association is to be held two days, in the vil- 
lage of Shortsville, commencing the third 
Wednesday of August, 1870. I. N. K. 





Ohio.—The Semi-Annual Convention of the 
Ohio Christian Sunday-School Association, 
will be held at Akron, Summit County, Ohio, 
October 12th and 13th. A cordial invitation is 
extended to all interested in the Sunday-school 
cause. H. G. 





Staten Island, N. ¥.—The Sunday-School 
Teachers’ Association of Staten Island met on 
Monday evening last, August 23d, at the North 
Baptist church, at Port Richmond, M. Sprague, 
President in the chair, and Mr. Dodshun, Sec- 
retary. After an organ voluntary by Mr. 
Whitford, prayer was offered by Rev. H. 
Spellmeyer. Following this was a hymn— 
“Strike the harp of Zion,’ admirably given 
by sixty children, who had been trained by 
Mr. Snelling, superintendent of the Baptist 
Sunday-school. Then came reading of minutes, 
reports, &c. Only twelve Sunday-schools re- 
sponded, one of them being a new Baptist 
school, at Graniteville. In presenting the Re- 
port of the North Baptist Sunday-school, Mr. 
Snelling welcomed the association to the 
church, saying “The place is small and modest 
like ourselves, but our hearts are large enough 
to contain you all.” ‘Sing always,’’ was next 
given. Reports of delegates were received, 
and the annnal election then took place—Mr. 
Wood and Mr. Boyd acting as tellers. Mr. J. 
G. Snelling was declared unanimously elected 
President, and Mr. Dodshun, Secretary. The 
new President accepted the position in a few 
pleasant remarks, and pledged himself to ear- 
nest and hearty endeavors for the advance- 
ment of the work in which they were engaged. 
W. H. Sutton, Esq., of Jersey City, (superin- 
tendent of Howard Mission Sunday-school, N. 
Y.,) then delivered a very sensible and practi- 
cal address, the subject being ‘‘How to teach.”’ 
‘*Stand fast,’’ was well sung, all joining. The 
exercises closed with the doxology and bene- 
diction. There were numerous motions, ap- 
pointments of delegates and committees, re- 
marks by Messrs. Hitchcock, Wood, Boyd, 
and other prominent Sunday-school men. 
Mention was made that the North Shore 
Young Men’s Christian Association adjourned 
their annual election in order to attend this 
meeting. The whole occasion was full of inte- 
rest and highly gratifying to those engaged in 
Sunday-school work, as well as to the large 
and intelligent audience which filled every 
part of the church. The pulpit and tables 
were tastefully decorated with flowers. Upon 


the wall, over the pulpit, was a crayon picture 
of an ox, life size; at the right a plough ; at the 
left an altar with smoke ascending; under- 





neath, the words “Ready for either.’’ The 
drawings were made at the request of Mr, 
Snelling, by Mr. Cornelius H. Vandenhoff, of 
the Bank of the Republic, N. Y., (an amateur 
artist,) and their spirited execution is highly 
creditable to his skill. The next meeting of 
the Association will be held in the Cebra Ave- 
nue Methodist Episcopal church, Stapleton. 
UNION. 





(Continued from page 425.) 
church is scarcely known, to promote the 
foundation of Sunday-schools, he must begin, 
of course, by explaining in public meetings the 
principles and object of these schools. But in 
our country no public meeting for religious sub- 
jects is allowed without the government’s au- 
thorization (except in churches already orga- 
nized). This authorization may be granted by 
the Conseil d' Etat, but only after a favorable 
advice, given first by the police and the coun- 
cil of the town, the Prefet sous Prefet, the 
Ministre de U Interieur, and the Ministre des 
Cultes, and this petition must be supported by 
an advocate before the Conseil d’Etat. Sup- 
posing that this permission be always granted, 
and it may be lawfully refused, would it be 
possible for the same man, devoted to Sunday- 
schools, to renew this demand twice a week 
perhaps, for any of the places he wishes to 
visit? and we have said nothing yet of the in- 
tolerance of the Roman Catholic clergy and the 
thousand means by which they may prevent the 
establishment of schools in a country entirely 
Roman Catholic. We count in France 37,566 
commons (towns or villages). In 1,620 only is 
one allowed to speak of Sabbath-schools in 
public meetings, and to found such schools. 
(Refer to the Protestant Official Annuary, for 
1855.) It is a fact which our friends in Eng- 
land and America, who enjoy entire liberty, 
are apt to forget when they compare their own 
country with ours, and our small progress 
with the prodigious extension the Sabbath- 
schools have taken in those great Protestant 
nations. Obliged, as we are, to work only in 
our Protestant churches, if we wish our work 
to last, we must, of course, secure the co-ope- 
ration of the pastors. In many churches a 
Sabbath-school, established without the help 
of the pastor, would be quite impossible, be- 
cause pious and capable laymen are totally 
wanting. And evenif it were possible, we do 
not believe that such a school could exist long 
without bringing divisions in the church; and 
if there is a work which ought to stay inde- 
pendent of religious divisions, it is most assu- 
redly that of the propagation of Sunday-schools. 
And lastly, when neither the congregation nor 
the pastor wishes to have such schools in 
their churches, what can we do but offer, as 
the committee has done for 16 years, our dis- 
interested help to all churches, without excep- 
tion, and to prove by facts that our only aim 
is to lead children to Christ, and opening be- 
fore them the Scriptures which testify of him. 


It is well to consider, without any illusioa, 
the causes which have prevented our commit- 
tee from giving to our work the same ex- 
tension that has followed similar labors 
in England or America. We must not 
forget that when our society was founded, in 
1852, there were only two hundred Sunday- 
schools in France,—now we count eight hundred 
and twenty. This increase of 620 schools in 16 
years, shows that, thanks to the Lord's bless- 
ing, our efforts have not been in vain. Let us 
continue our work with perseverance and joy, 
knowing that the Lord is faithful in all his 
promises. 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, 
and when he is old he will not depart from it.’’ 
—Proverbs 22: 6, 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICES. 


Please consult this column every week. 








Inexpensive Wall Texts.—Almost every 
Sunday-school room is rendered much more 
attractive by the use of Scripture texts and 
mottoes for the wall. A new series has re- 
cently appeared, which are neatly printed 
in colors, on heavy paper, 16 by 21 inches 
in size, in bold, plain type, which can be 
easily read by any child familiar with the 
alphabet. ‘‘ Stand up for Jesus,” ‘* Search 
the Scriptures,” ‘“‘ Remember thy Creator 
in the Days of thy Youth,’ ‘ Suffer Little 
Children to Come unto Me,’’ and similar 
texts make up an attractive series of twelve. 
The entire set forwarded by mail on receipt 
of $1.75. Single copies 20 cents. Send for 
a specimen. 


New List of Premiums.—We have pre-. 


pared our new list for 1870, which we shall 
be pleased to forward to any friend of The 
Sunday-School Times who will lend a hand 
to extend our circulation. Do not defer 
mention of the paper and effort to secure 
subscribers until the close of the year, but 
begin now to obtain names, and you will 
find it much easier to complete your list 
than if delayed until the subseription ought 
to begin. 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


“BETTER THAN RUBIES.’’* 


BY EMMA F, R. CAMPBELL. 








CHAPTER XXX. 
RECOMPENSE. 


T is hardly necessary to say that the strong 
man was deeply affected by the tender re- 
ference of the minister of Christ to his darling 
boy. He was overcome with grateful emo- 
tions, and as he met Mr. Clayton in the aisle, 
grasped the extended hand with a nervous 
pressure, and could only whisper in a husky 
voice, 

“T thank you with all my heart.” 

The afternoon found father and children 
again in the house of God, attending the exer- 
cises of the Sunday-school. Harry accepted 
without hesitation the invitatien to join a class 
of lads about his own age, and Mr, Leslie re- 
mained an interested listener and spectator. 
Mabel was delighted with this hopeful step 
towards a new life, and as she joined her class, 
and received the warm welcome of teacher and 
classmates, her heart overflowed with love and 
gratitude to her compassionate Saviour, who 
had mingled so much blessing in her cup of 
sorrow. 

Sabbath after Sabbath she continued to lead 
her father to the place she loved so well, and 
he soon became deeply interested in the pro- 
ceedings of the school. Sometimes hesupplied 
the place of an absent teacher, assisted the 
librarian, or otherwise made himself useful, and 
was ever ready to contribute towards the ex- 
penses of the school. From his standpoint, as 
an unengaged observer, he had a good oppor- 
tunity to judge of its merits and needs, and 





*Entered according to Act Congress, in the year 
1869, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s office 
of the District Court of the United States for the 

Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 
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though but little experienced in the matter, 
his business tact and eye for system and order 
enabled him to point out defects and suggest 
improvements which those more actively en- 
gaged would not observe, 


He soon saw that the greatest want of the 
school was a suitable place of meeting. The 
church was inconvenient in many respects, 
and Mr. Leslie conceived an idea, the practical 
execution of which, while it would gratify his 
desire to perpetuate the memory of his darling 
boy, would be a permanent benefit to the cause 
he so dearly loved. He said nothing about it, 
however, until he had counted the cost and 
was fully decided in his own mind; then at the 
close of Sunday-school, one Sabbath, in con- 
versation with Mr. Clayton, he said, 

‘*Tt seems to me the church is not a very 
convenient place for the Sunday-school, is it?” 


‘‘Not as convenient as a room built spe- 
cially for the purpose would be,” was the reply, 
“but we must make the best of it. Perhaps 
some day we may be able to build a chapel 
with all the modern improvements and conve- 
niences.”’ 

‘Why not build at once ?”’ asked Mr. Leslie. 

Mr. Clayton smiled as he replied, 

‘Well, my dear sir, I fear the wherewithal 
is wanting. It is not an easy task to raise the 
sum such a building would cost, in these days 
and in a small congregation like this; but 
wouldn't it be a glorious work? Whata fresh 
impulse it would give to the school!’ 

“Well, sir,” said Mr. Leslie, ‘I have a pro- 
position tomake. Ifthe congregation will fur- 
nish the ground, I will erect the building after 
the most approved model.” 


Mr. Clayton was taken so entirely by sur- 
prise he was silent fora moment, then recover- 
ing himself, he grasped Mr. Leslie’s hand 
warmly and exclaimed, 

‘* A most liberal offer! I amsure the church 
will thankfully accept it, and the Lord will 
reward youabundantly. I trustitis his Spirit 
who has put it into your heart to make such a 
proposition.”’ 

“Tt is not a new thought with me,”’ said Mr. 
Leslie soberly; ‘‘ever since my return to Clo- 
verhill I have had a desire to erect in the vil- 
lage somewhere a monument to the memory of 
my lost boy, who loved this place so well; and 
becoming interested in the Sunday-school and 
seeing its needs, it occurred to me that the most 
appropriate and enduring memorial would be 
a Sunday-school chapel. I know it would 
please Willie better than any other expression 
of my love.’’ 

‘*Except the consecration of yourself to Jesus, 
your Willie’s Saviour, which I know was the 
desire of his heart, the subject of his most ear- 
nest prayer,” returned Mr. Clayton feelingly. 

Tears glistened in Mr, Leslie’s eyes as he re- 
plied, 

“*T know it! I know it! and I trust his 
prayers will be answered some day. I never 
wanted to be a Christian so much as at this 
very moment.”’ 


‘“‘Then, my dear sir, I pray you let these 
longings lead you to an immediate and entire 
self-consecration to Christ and his cause. They 
are God-given yearnings of soul for a Saviour, 
arest,ahope. Do not resist them; they will 
lead you toa happiness and peace you have 
never yet known. Let your faith and works 
go together. Willie with the angels waits to 
rejoice over your return to God to-day; will 
you disappoint him?’’ 

“God helping me, I will not. Pray for me,”’ 
was the halfaudible reply, as Mr. Leslie turned 





and walked quickly towards his home to hide 
his emotion, 

That evening Mabel was not so much sur- 
prised as her mother, but more. de- 
lighted, when her father asked for Willie’s 
Bible, and, after expressing to his gathered 
family his determination to begin a new life 
and seek to follow the example of the youngest 
of the household, in the hope of reaching the 
same eternal home, he read a few verses, and 
for the first time in the presence of others, 
knelt in prayer, pleading in a trembling voice 
for strength and guidance in the path he had 
chosen. 

As he rose from his knees Mabel threw her- 
self into his arms and silently wept for joy. It 
seemed too good to be true that her dear father 
had really given himself to Jesus and started 
on the heavenward road. Her thoughts re- 
verted to Morrisvale and the sweet hours of 
family worship she had there enjoyed so much ; 
and she could scarcely thank God enough that 
her earnest wishes and prayers for such an 
altar in her own home were at last realized. 
Now she was sure her mother and Harry would 
soon follow her father’s decided example, and 
theirs would be a household united in the 
love and service of the dear Redeemer. 

Mr. Leslie's sleep that night was calm and 
peaceful. He had tasted of the cup of salva- 
tion and his soul-thirst was satisfied. 

The new chapel now became the subject of 
thought and conversation in the church and 
village. The offer of Mr. Leslie was thank- 
fully accepted, a site adjoining the church was 
selected and readily paid for. Mr. Leslie and 
Herbert Allen were appointed a committee to 
visit similar buildings in the city, and they 
spared no time or expense to secure the best 
plan and have the work done in the best man- 


Yr. 
OM r. Leslie himself superintended it; and as 
the foundations were laid and stone after stone 
added to the walls, his own faith and Christian 
character was likewise being builded—grow- 
ing and strengthening with each day’s expe- 
rience. It was to hima work of love—love for 
his angel boy, and better still, love to the Sa- 
viour who had redeemed him from sin and its 
consequences. He knew now what it meant 
to “love Jesus,’’ and with all the enthusiasm 
of his nature and the vigor of his manhood he 
enlisted in the service of his heavenly Master. 

Mabel’s piety now rapidly developed under 
the genial influences by which she was sur- 
rounded. Her father’s steady perseverance in 
the Christian path, Gracie Allen’s helpful com- 
panionship, Miss Leigh’s Sabbath teachings, 
and Mr, Clayton’s sermons and familiar talks 
in the children’s meetings, all combined to ~ 
nourish and expand the germ of faith implant- 
ed in her heart by the Holy Spirit. And as 
she grew stronger and more decided in herown 
hope, she lost sight of self and longed to be en- 
gaged in working for others, 

She did not forget Herbert Allen’s sugges- 
tion that she had a special mission to her own 
home circle; but now that the head of the 
household was won to Jesus, she felt as if it 
was almost accomplished. With her father’s 
prayers and example to help her, she was 
greatly relieved from the sense of responsibi- 
lity with regard to the other members of the 
family, and very hopeful for them. Both her 
mother and Harry were thoughtful, impressed 
by the change in the husband and father. In- 
deed Harry was at first so deeply affected, he 
expressed a desire and determination to follow 
jn his father’s steps without delay; but the 
sports of boyhood and the temptations ofschool 
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life were too strong for his weak resolution, and 
he had grown les serious, though still attentive 
and respectful to his Sabbath instructions. So 
while Mabel had these dear ones constantly in 
mind as subjects of loving prayer and effort, 
she began to look for other opportunities of 
usefulness, and was ready to enter heartily the 
new field of labor which soon opened before 


her. 


BOOKS. 


HALF CENTURY WITH JUVENILE DELINQUENTS; 
or, The New York House of Refuge and its Times. 
8vo., pp. 384. By B. K. Peirce, D. D., Chaplain. New 
York: D. Appleton & Co. The author of this vo- 
lume is peculiarly fitted, by a long experience of 
labors with the young in reformatory institutions 
in different fields, to undertake the work he has 
now achieved. It is acomplete history and repo- 
sitory of statistics and facts relating to efforts for 
the prevention and cure of juvenile vagrancy and 
crime in New York city, and has a much more than 
local significance for all who are engaged in such 
efforts elsewhere, The many illustrations, engrav- 
ings of buildings, plans, portraits of founders and 
active workers in juvenile reforms, etc., add to the 
value of the work. Whileitis thestory of the New 
York Refuge on Randall's Island, this story is yet 
so connected with the general subject of juvenile 
reform asto make it compatible with, if not essen- 
tial to, the fullness of the work, to go largely into 
the exhibition of similar labors in Europe and the 
United States. It presents, therefore, the leading 
features, plans of discipline, systems, etc., of other 
institutions and efforts to raise the neglected 
masses of children, which have come into any 
prominent notice during the last fifty years. 
We commend the work to the attention of Sabbath- 
school workers, especially those in mission fields. 
They will find much, aside from its historical value, 
to aid them in reaching, bringing in, and saving 
the children, 

THE SEVEN CURSES OF LONDON. 12mo., 344 pp. 
By James Greenwood. Boston: Fields, Osgood & 
oe, The Seven Curses are: 1. Neglected Children, 
2. Professional Thieves, 3. Professional Beggars, 4. 
Fallen Women, 5. The Curse of Drunkenness, 6. Bet- 
ting Gamblers, 7. Waste of Charity. Of coursesuch 
subjects will excite the attention anywhere, and as 
they are unfolded in this volume, will minister to 
both a wholesome and a morbid curiosity—but 
especially to the latter, as our nature is. The pic- 
tures presented to view are sad indeed for the 
Christian and the philanthropist to consider. If 
the book shall lead to greater sympathy for the 
sinful masses in all our great cities, and to more 
effective measures for the lessening of crime and 
want, a good end will be served by the facts thus 
made public. Otherwise, not. 

LITTLE MAIDIE. Vols.2and 3. By Mrs. Caroline 
E. K. Davis. Boston: Henry Hoyt. The remaining 
volumes of the Little Maidie story are before us, 
They fully sustain the excellence of the first vo- 
lume, and teach, in Mrs. Davis’s skillful and most 
attractive manner, the various duties of children 
toward each other in the home and family relation. 
Mrs. D. displays a more than ordinary acquaint- 
ance with child-lifein all its phases, and is one of 
our most instructive, safe, and interesting writers. 
The three volumes of Little Maidie are not essen- 
tially connected, and may be read separately, with 
interest. Otherwise, we should doubt the expedi- 
ency, not to say propriety, of stretching into three 
books what, by a little condensation of types, could 
have been brought into one. 

THE MAN WHO LaAvuaus. By Victor Hugo. New 
York: D. Appleton & Co. The first part of this cele- 
brated novel was noticed by us some weeks since. 
The completed work is now before us. It is bril- 
Mant, scintillating with literary sparkles, struck 
from the fires of a great genius. We repeat, that 
while one cannot help admiring the genius, they 
would not dare, if it were possible, to put them- 
selves in large sympathy with it. Such writings 
have their place and their work, but must be very 
cautiously admitted into the fellowship of our 
mental images and moral impressions, 

STANDARD GEMS. By Philip Phillips. New York: 
Philip Phillips & Co. “‘A beautiful present” for su- 





perintendents, teachers, and all who love to sing 
the beautiful songs of the Sunday-School Zion. It 
comprises “The Singing Pilgrim,” ‘‘ Musical 
Leaves,” and “ New Standard Singer.’’ Hitchcock 
& Walden, Cincinnati, are the Western publishers, 

STANDARD PHONOGRAPHIC VISITOR. Vol. 4. Nos, 
7and8& New York: Andrew J. Graham. “To save 
time is to lengthen life” is the appropriate motto of 
the art phonographic. We wish that the art might 
be introduced into all our schools as an elemen- 
tary branch of instruction. For those who wish to 
acquire it by private study, with or without tu- 
tors, The Visitorand Graham's accompanying text- 
books, will be safe and sure guides. 

THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY. September. Vol. 24, 
No. 143. Boston: Fields, Osgood& Co. Mrs. Stowe’s 
article in this month's At/antic has of course taken 
the reading world by the ears. We have only to 
remark that the effect will be greatly to increase 
the demand for Byron’s works,—the inevitable 
consequence of the agitation of such a subject. 

THE EcLECTIC MAGAZINE. of Foreign Literature, 
Science, and Art. September. W. H. Bidwell, 
Editor. New York: EZ. R. Pelton, Publisher. The 
leading portrait and sketch this month is of Mr. 
Raymond, the late Editor of The New York Times. 
It is very superior as an engraving, as indeed are all 
others that appear from month to month in this 
firstclass magazine. An article entitled ‘The Lan- 
guage of Light,’’ revealing the wonders of the spec- 
trum analysis, is of great interest to minds having 
a scientific bent. 

HARPER'S MAGAZINE, September. No. 232. New 
York: Harper & Brothers. Photographs from the 
High Rockies; The Eye and the Camera ; Border 
Reminiscences; A Health Trip to Brazil; and Bob 
White,—are the leading illustrated articles, this 
month. No matter how many other magazines we 
may take, Harper is a necessity, for its sketches of 
travels and adventure, so spirited and faithful, 
given from month tomonth. $4a year. 

ANNUAL REPORT of the Sunday-School Union of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, 1868, An interest- 
ing document for Sunday-school people, especially 
for those in the Methodist communion. It has the 
record of the officers, organization, and whole 
management of the Sunday-school affairs of that 
church, in all its numerous and well systematized 
departments. We presume itis for gratuitous dis- 
tribution, and may be had on application at 200 
Mulberry street New York, of Rev. J. H. Vincent, 
Corresponding Secretary. 

THE TEACHER ANDCLASS. September. No.5. New- 
ark, N.J.: Rev. W. D. Siegfried & Samuel W. Clark, 
editors. Blackboard illustrations are abundant 
and good in this little serial, which is heartily com- 
mended to the attention of all our readers, $1. 

APPLETON’S JOURNAL. August. Monthly Part, 
No.5. New York: D. Appleton & Company. De- 
servedly growing in popular favor. We advise all 
who take it to preserve the numbers. They will 
make, with their steel-engravings, and numerous 
spirited wood-cuts, a very handsome bound vo- 
lume. 10 cents weekly ; 50cents monthly: $4a year. 
Philadelphia: D. Ashmead «& Co. 

ANDREW BRADFORD, The Founder of the News- 
paper Press in the Middle States of America, By 
Horatio Gates Jones. Philadelphia: From John 
Penington & Son. An address delivered at the an- 
nual meeting of the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania. Itis beautifully printed on toned paper, 
and is an ornament totheart. The Society hasa 
library of 15,000 volumes and 85,000 pamphlets and 
MSS., besides a large number of portraits and paint- 
ings illustrative of the history of the State and the 
country. They propose erecting a building suita- 
ble to the worthy character and designs of the So- 
ciety, and ask for contributions from all conserva- 
tors of the historical spirit and records of our coun- 
try. Edward Penington, Jr., is Chairman of the 
Building Committee. 

LIPPINCOTY’S MAGAZINE. Vol. 4, No. 21. Sep- 
tember. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. The 
high literary character of this magazine is becom- 
ing more and more widely acknowledged, while its 
almost faultless beauty of typography and its su- 
perior quality of illustrations on wood, are every 
where appreciated by the lovers of the true and 
beautifulin art, $4a year. 

HEARTH AND HomgE, Vol. 1, No. 37. New York: 
Pettengill, Bates & Co. Donald G. Mitchell and Har- 
riet Beecher Stowe, Editors. This finely illustrated 
weekly is conducted with interest and ability, and 





is worthy of the success that hasso early greeted it, 
Terms :# a year ; single copies 10 cents. 

ZELL’S POPULAR ENCYCLOPEDIA AND UNIVERSAL 
DICTIONARY. Semi-Monthly Part, No. 9 Edited 
by L. Colange. Philadelphia: 7. Hillwood Zell. The 
magnitude and value of this great work appear 
moreand more evidentas it advances. It is begin- 
ning to be sizeable for reference, and will hardly 
fail one who consultsit for orthography, biography, 
geography, science, art, etc. It is a condensed li- 
brary in itself. 10 cents a weekly part. 

THELADIES’ REPOSITORY AND HOME MAGAZINE, 
September. Vol. 29, No. 4. Cincinnati: Hitchcock & 
Walden; New York: Carlton &Lanahan. Illustrated 
by beautiful steel-plates and wood-cuts, and full of 
interesting religious reading. $3.50 a year, 

THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. September. Vol. 8, 
No.9. Edited by Mrs. M. M. B. Goodwin, Indiana- 
polis, Ind. A good, interesting monthly, devoted 
to home education, literature, and religion, $2, 

THE HomME GUARDIAN. August. Boston: New 
England Female Moral-Reform Society. $1 a year. 

BLACKWOOD’S MAGAZINE. August. New York: 
Leonard Scott Publishing Company. Contents: Cor- 
nelius O'Dowd; Historical Sketches of the Reign 
of George II., No. 12; A Story of Eulenburg, Part 2; 
Cant; A Yearanda Day, Part 4; The London Art 
Season; The Lords and the Commons. $4a year. 

PACKARD’S MONTHLY. September. New York: 
S.8. Packard. Appended tothe September num- 
ber isan exceedingly interesting report of addresses 
by Horace Greely, Mayor Hall, Oliver Dyer, and 
Superintendent Randall, on practical education, 
given at the closing of the term of Packard’s New 
York Business College. $l a year. 

THE RIVERSIDE MAGAZINE. September. New 
York: Hurd & Houghton. A good, well sustained 
magazine, for youth, beautifully illustrated, and 
calculated to instruct while it entertains. $2.50. 

THE SABBATH AT HoME. September. Boston: 
American Tract Society. Most excellent for any 
Christian household. We warmly commendit, $2. 

OuR YouNG Fouxs. September. Boston: Fields, 
Osgood & Co. The publishers are making special 
effort to increase the circulation of this juvenile, 
by adding to its already full list ofattractions. $2. 

THE LONDON QUARTERLY REVIEW. July, 1869, 
No. 253. New York: The Leonard Scott Publishing 
Company. Contents: 1. Eastern Christians; 2. Sci- 
entific vs. Amateur Administration; 3. The Malay 
Archipelago; 4. Keble’s Biography; 5. The Argu- 
ment of Design: 6. The House of Conde; 7. The 
Royal Engineers and Permanent Fortifications; 8 
Lucan; 9. The Truth About Ireland. $4a year. 

PLYMOUTH PULPIT. Nos. 21 and 22, Vol.2. New 
York: J. B. Ford & Co. ‘‘Hindrances to Chris- 
tian Development,’ and “ Discouragements and 
Comforts in Christian Life,” are the subjects of Mr. 
Beecher’s sermons in these numbers. 10 cts. a No. 
$3 a year. 





PASTORS, SUPERINTENDENTS 
and COMMITTEES on whom the labor of 
selecting Library Books usually devolves, are 
invited to read the advertisement on opposite 
page, entitled ‘*_.4 Choice Collection.” 





GILT, SILVERED, PLAIN. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL MEDALS, 


APPROPRIATE AND BEAUTIFUL 
AS 


REWARDS OF MERIT. 


These Medals are becoming very popular as an 
offering to the members of classes who not only in- 
troduce new scholars, but secure the regular attend- 
ance foracertain time of children who have not 
before been connected with any Sabbath-school. 

The design isa fine representation of the open 
Bible, encircled by this passage: 

“Search the Scriptures: forin them ye think ye 
have Eternal Life.” 


PRICES PER DOZEN: 
Git, $6; SILVERED, $3.60; PLAIN, $3. 


4a Samples of either style sent post-paid for 
cents beyond the dozen rate price. 


J.C.GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 ARCH St., Philadelphia. 
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LIVING QUESTIONS OF THE AGE. 


A Book for Every Library. 
By Rev. J. BX. WALKER, D. D., 
Author of 
“THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE PLAN OF SALVATION,’’&¢, 


Designed to meet the floating, bewildering skep- 
ticism of the times. Full of unanswerable argu- 
ments. 12mo, 390 pages. Sent by mailfor $1.50, retail 
price. J. N. CLARKE, Publisher, Chicago, Ill. 





A Choice Collection, 


Including none but the very best books for Sabbath- 
School Libraries, carefully selected by the conduc- 
tors of The Sunday-School Times, after a thorough 
examination of the various publications, from the 
following houses: 


American Sunday-School Union. 
Robert Carter & Brothers. 
American Tract Society, Boston. 
Tomlinson Brothers. 
Presbyterian Board of Publication. 
Congregational S. S.and Publishing Society. 
A, D. F. Randolph & Co. 
HH. B. Nim & Co. 
American Baptist Publication Society. 
Methodist Book Concern. 
Henry Hoyt. 
Bridgman & Childs. 
Presbyterian Publication Committee. 
Henry A. Young & Co. 
Harper & Brothers. 
J. W. McIntyre. 
American Tract Society, New York. 
Perkinpine & Higgins. 
Gould & Lineoln. 
J. N. Clarke. 
Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
D. Lothrop & Co. 
J. P. Skelly & Co. 
Pott & Amery. 
National Temperance Society. 
Andrew F. Graves. 
Alfred Martien. 
M. W. Dodd. 
Reformed Church Publication Board. 
Protestant Episcopal Society. 
Dufjjield Ashmead. 
Howard Challen. 
Evangelical Knowledge Society. 
Lutheran Publication Society. 
J. OC. Garrigues & Co. 


The advantages secured by schools sending their 
orders to us, and submitting the selections to our 
judgment, are: 


1st.— All books of an aimless or light and trifling 
character are avoided. 

2nd.— No volume is admitted that does not con- 
tain religious and moral truth. 

3rd.— Dull books that would be useless lumber in 
any library are excluded. 

4th.— Nothing inappropriate for reading on the 
Lord's Day is admitted. 

5th.— Books containing a discussion of doctrinal 
questions not included, unless requested. 

6th.— The excellence of every volume is guaran- 
teed to all our purchasers. 


49 We also furnish, besides our SELECT LIBRARY 
Books, any other publications in the market that 
may be ordered by our patrons, 


Correspondence is cordially soliciied from schools 
of all denominations, and all orders meet with 
prompt attention. 

J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 





Grace Mansfield’s Experiment. 


By Mrs. A. K. DUNNING. 
One Vol., 18mo., 274 Pages, 90 Cents. 
Three Attractive Illustrations. 





“Grace” is a child of wealth, with temptations to 
alife of easc and self-indulgence, but under the 
teachings OJ 9 pi-us mother and the leadings of the 
Spirit, sucis lel to earnest work for the Saviour, 
Moving -1‘oa beautiful summer residence near a 
rural village, she gathers a few neglected children 
around her and teaches them of Jesus, This is the 
nucleus of a Sunday-school, the beginning of the 
“Experiment,” which results in a flourishing school, 
which grows finally into a prosperous church, An 
encouraging example for any young person desi- 
rous of leading a useful life. 

*,* Single copies by mail on receipt of price. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., Publishers, 
° 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia. 


s-—— LIBRARIANS——“S& 


Wishing to economize both time and labor, should 
examine the “Check System Library Register,” 
now in use in Twelve Hundred Schools. Send stamp 
for a description to the publishers of this paper. 





Unsolicited Opinion. 


RONDOUT, New York, July 8, 1869, 
Messrs. J. C. Garrigues & Co.: 

We have used your Check System Register 
in our Library during the past year, and find it all 
that can be desired: it is simple, complete and re- 
liable. We have usually lost a large number of 
valuable books every year, but since the adoption 
of this Register, a year ago, nota single book has 
been lost. It has already paid for itself several 
times over. D. B. ABBEY, Superiniendent. 


DR. SMITH’S 
BIBLE DICTIONARY 


Sabbath-Schools. 


While several editions of this valuable work by 
the eminent author have appeared, it would be diffi- 
cult to conceive of one better adapted to the wants 
of Superintendents and Teachers. This volume has 
been edited by Dr.Smith himself, with such abridge- 
ments from the three volume edition as were neces- 
sary, without detracting from its practical useful- 
ness, to bring the book within the means of the 
large and important class of readers for whom it 
isintended. Besides three valuable maps and nu- 
merous small illustrations, it is embellished with 
sixteen full-page wood-cuts, and eight very fine 
steel engravings. 

Large 8vo. 776 Pages. $3.50; by Mail, $3.94. 


S.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
668 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 











ON TRIAL, FOR 50 CENTS. 


Pastors, Superintendents and other friends of the 
Sabbath-school have expressed a wish that The 
Sunday-School Times should visit their teachers 
until they become acquainted with the paper; as- 
sured that they will soon realize that an annual 
subscription is a good investment of 3 cents a week, 
We will send the paper FouR MONTHS on trial, in 
large or small quantities, at the rate of 50 cents per 
copy. Surely in no other way could teachers be so 
greatly benefitted with sosmallan outlay of money. 
Publishers of 


THE SUNDA Y-SCHOOL TIMES, 


608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA 





Unabridged Report. 





The Only Source from which the Entire 
Proceedings can be obtained. 


THIRD NATIONAL 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONVENTION, 


UNITED STATES. 


Paper Covers 50 cts. Fine Cloth $1. 











The Full Phonographic Report of that intensely 
interesting gathering is the most important Docu- 
ment of its kind that has ever been published. It 
contains addresses from some of the ablest and 
foremost minds of the country, on subjects of 

reatest interest to all Sabbath-school workers, 

mong the names of those who addressed the Con- 
vention are the following: 


Rev. STEPHEN H. TYNG, D.D., New York. 
Rev. JOHN HALL, D.D., formerly of Dublin. 
Rev. HENRY WARD BEECHER, Brooklyn. 
Rev. JESSE T. PECK, D.D., Albany, N. Y. 
Rev. F. H. MARLING, Toronto, Canada. 
Rev. H. C. FISH, D.D., Newark, N. J. 
Rev. S. H. TYNG, Jr., New York. 
Rev. THOMAS STRADLEY, North Carolina. 
Rev. J. H. VINCENT, New York. 
Rev. EDWARD EGGLESTON, Chicago. 
Rev. H. C. TRUMBULL, Hartford, Conn. 
Rev. WM. J. R. TAYLOR, D.D., New York. 
Rev. ALEX. SUTHERLAND, Yorkville, Canada. 
Rev. JOHN McCULLAGH, Henderson, Ky. 
Rev. CHARLES E. KNOX, Bloomfield, N. J. 
Rev. JOEL PARKER, D.D., Newark, N. J. 
Rev. ERWIN HOUSE, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Rev. R. M. HENRY, Ireland. 
Rev. J. SPENCER KENNARD, Philadelphia. 
Rev. J. M. FREEMAN, Jersey City, N. J. 
Rev. GEORGE A. PELTZ, Philadelphia. 
Rev. GRIFFITH OWEN, Baltimore. 
Rev. ALFRED TAYLOR, Philadelphia. 
Rev. C. R. ROSS, Charlottesville, Va. 
Hon. JOHN HILL, New Jersey. 
Hon, F. T. FRELINGHUYSEN, New Jersey. 
Hon. THEODORE RUNYON, Newark, N. J. 
Hon. ALBERT WOODRUFF, Brooklyn. 
Col. JOHN W. RAY, Indianapolis, Indiana, 
Col. MORGAN L. SMITH, Texas. 
Mrs. JEANNETTE P. HEATH, Kansas. 
GEORGE H. STUART, Philadelphia. 
RALPH WELLS, New York. 
WM. REYNOLDS, Peoria, Il. 
JAMES H. KELLOGG, Troy, N. Y. 
WM. H. SUTTON, Jersey City, N. J. 
ROBERT MACKENZIE, Scotland. 
DAVID A. BURR, Washington, D. C. 
ALEX. G. TYNG, Peoria, Ill. 
LUCIUS HART, New York. 
CORNELIUS CURTIS, Florida. 
WM. A. WISONG, Baltimore. 
CHARLES M. MORTON, Chicago. 
GEO. H. McILVAINE, Peoria, Ill. 
H. THANE MILLER, Cincinnati, Ohior 
WM. C. CHAPIN, Lawrence, Mass. 
O. B. DOUGLAS, Brattleboro’, Vt. 
CHAPLAIN McCABE, Ohio. 
ALDEN BAKER, Gardiner, Maine. 
B. F. JACOBS, Chicago. 
E. D. JONES, St. Louis. 
AMOS SHINKLE, Kentucky. 
H. C. SIGLER, Osceola, Iowa. 
WM. H. BYRON, Milwaukee, Wis. 
J. BENNET TYLER, New York. 
A. D. MATTHEWS, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
WM. I. FLETCHER, Connecticut. 
Besides others from different parts of the country. 
In addition to the addresses is a list of the Dele- 
sates in attendance at the Convention, and a 
Sketch of the life of R. G. Pardee, with an excellent 
Portrait. The Pamphlet embraces 204 octavo pages, 
and is the most thorough Report of its kind ever 
attempted. Every Superintendent, Teacher and 
other friend of the cause ought to possess the rich 
miterial it contains. 
Single copies by mail on receipt of price, 
| J. OC. GARRIGUES & CO., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Most Valuable Premium ever offered for New Subscribers to The Sunday-School Times. 


THE LARGE AND BEAUTIFUL MAP OF 


PALESTINE 


AND OTHER PARTS OF SYRIA; 


Constructed from the Authorities of Robinson, Eli Smith, Thomson, Kiepert, Van de Velde, 
Lieut. Symonds, Wetzstein, and the recent British Admiralty Surveys; 
together with personal examinations 


BY REV. HENRY S. OSBORN, LL. D.. AND REV. LYMAN COLEMAN, D. D. 


- SIZE OF THE MAP, SIX BY NINE FEET. PRICE, $15. 





This magnificent work, which is the admiration of the most eminent Biblical Scholars, both in this country and 
Europe, is without question the most valuable map of the Holy Land ever prepared for the use of Lecturers and 
Teachers, whether before large audiences or small classes. Every location recorded in the Bible, whose site is known 
by any discoveries up to the present time, is noted, and the size of the letter used in the name indicates the historical 
importance of the place. The boldest lettering can be distinctly read across a room capable of holding an audience 
of three thousand persons. 

Upon the map are indicated the places alluded to by early historians, or noted in the times of the Crusades, as well 
as the important missionary stations and other localities of interest in modern times. 

The Agricultural, Floral, and Geological features of Palestine, the important ranges of mountains and hills, the 
rivers, lakes, reservoirs, weils and springs, together with locations of battles, both of Bible and modern times, as well 
as the tombs, ruins, convents, and the chief roads of travel, are all included onthe map. The coloring is done in such 
a manner as not to interfere with its distinctness; indeed the entire execution of the map is in the most approved 





style of the art. 


The river Jordan, in all its windings, its islands and principal rapids, as well as accurate outlines of the Dead Sea, 
are faithfully copied from information furnished by the Survey of the United States Exploring Expedition. 

Personal examinations of the authors while in the Holy Land have enabled them to arrive at decisions and vouch 
for accuracy,.which nothing short of an actual survey of the land could furnish. 

Prof. Osborn has also reconstructed the whole coast-line after the late surveys of the British Admiralty, forwarded 
him through the kindness of Dr. Jessup of the Syrian Mission. 


A pamphlet describing in detail this admirable Map, together with the Terms on which it can be obtained as a 
Premium will be sent to any one on receipt of a stamp for postage. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & C0., Publishers and Booksellers, 





INFANT SCHOOLS. 


The Teacher’s Text-Books; 
KNOWN AS 


HOURS WITH THE YOUNGEST. 


In Two Volumes. 


BY MARY HARVEY GILL. 


Without question, these are the best books for the 
aid of the Infant-Class Teacher that have ever been 
published. They contain the result of years of ex- 
perience in the management of this important de- 
partment of the Sabbath-school work, and there is 
no one who has charge ofa class of Little Ones but 
would be benefitted by the use of them, They are 
entitled; 


Vol. I. A Year in the Infant-School. 
Price, $1.25; by Mail, $1.37. 
Vol. II. ASecond Year in the Infant-School. 
Price, $1.25; by Mail, $1.37. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & 60., 
PHILADELPHIA, 





The strongest proofof the popularity of ourSunday- 
school Singing Books is the number sold. 


“BRIGHT JEWELS,” 


(Nearly all new Music and Words,) 


100,000 Sold in Three Months. 


Send 25 Cents for a Specimen. 


“FRESH LAURELS,” 
500,000 Sold in Two Years! 








“GOLDEN CHAIN,” “SHOWER.” ‘*CENSER,”’ 
“GOLDEN TRIO,” and “CLARION A,” are still the 
old standards, and never fail to satisfy all who use 
them. 4g Sold by Booksellers gencrally. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, New York, 


(Sucgessors to WM. B. BRADBURY.) 





PIANOS, MELODEONS AND ORGANS, 


Prices greatly reduced for cash. New 7-Octave 
Pianos of first-class makers for $275 and upward, 
New Cabinet Organs for $45 and upward, Second- 
handinstruments trom $40 to $175. Monthly install- 
ments reeeived and instruments for rent. Ware- 
rooms No. 481 Broadway, N.Y. HORACE WATERS, 


has> EVERY SUBSCRIBER “ssa 
Desiring to file The Sunday-Schoot Times shoule 
get one of the new, neat and substantial patent 
Binders, Yt willlast from year toyear, Price $1, 
by mail, $1.20. 





THE FAVORITES! 





608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 


Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Considering the amount and variety of original 
matter in THE TIMES, it is believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published, 

Vo subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken. 

A Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, to any one who will 
solicit new subscribers, 

du sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done, 

All letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers. 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TI M KS. Frankie, and see the marks he has given you | speaking irreverently of God’s house, by 
this month ?’’ dishonesty in our business transactions, by 
Published every week. 


$1.50 a year in-adyance. 
Single numbers, 5 cents. 
Cc. GARRIGUES & Co.,, 
PUBLISHERS AND PROPRIETORS, 
Office 608 Arch Street, 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
(For further information, see last page.] 
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A BRANCH. 


P 4 
66 I’ ' 
J. H. M. 
Often I ask this question, 
Often my heart replies: 
“Am Ia branch of the fruitful Vine 
Keaching towards the skies? 


soe Ta real branchlet 


That living sap receives? 
Or only a parasite am I, 
Bearing naught but leaves?” 


Vine of the Heavenly Vineyard! 
Seed ofa Royal Root! 

Make me indeed a living branch, 
Bearing glorious fruit! 


Pour into every veinlet 
The wine of thy rich blood; 
Make every tendril cling to thee, 
Jesus, my Vine, my God! 
<—> 








For The Sunday-School Times, 


REPORT-DAY. 


$6/\LASS number four‘has the highest 

rank for attendance, and lessons, and 
deportment.’’ So said our secretary at the 
Sunday-school concert. All the eyes in 
class number four sparkled with delight. 
They smiled at each other, and then looked 
at the teacher to see if she was not proud of 
her class. 

After the lesson was recited, one boy said, 

“Teacher, weren't you proud of our re- 
port to-day ?”’ 

‘Yes, I was pleased,” said the teacher. 
“I was glad you deserved it, but still I felt 
sad.?? 

“Sad,” exclaimed Frank B. in surprise, 
“why, it made me feel first rate.” 

‘‘T was sad, Frankie, for I was thinking 
how God's report-book would look if we 
could see it. I was thinking how many 
good marks each would get if God should 
make out his account.” 

As the teacher thus spoke, the proud 
smile faded from those faces, and a thought- 
ful look appeared. 


‘* No, teacher, I think not; I should have 
too many black marks,’ said Frankie, 
sadly. 

‘*T should like to see that account,’’ said 
Robert, earnestly. 

‘* You would like to see it, Robert? Have 
you done so well that you would expect no 
black marks ??’ 

‘*No, I should have a great many; but 
hasn’t Jesus promised to rub them all out, 
if we only ask him ?”’ 

‘* Have you asked him ?”’ 

‘*'Yes, and he answered, ‘I will remem- 
ber thy sins no more.’ That is why I 
should not Le afraid to see God’s report.”’ 
‘*Butis there anything in this to make 
you proud ?”’ 

‘*No, for Jesus does it all.”’ 

‘Yes, Jesus does it all. I hope each of 
you will gladly remember this when the 
great day of accounts comes, and the books 
are opened. 8. R. M. 


$$$. <> + 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
HINDERERS. 


66 Ar many charged him that he should 

hold his peace.’’ A very sad charge 
was this. Here was a poor blind beggar 
crying for light; the surrounding multi- 
tude are annoyed, and thoughtlessly tell 
him to hold his peace. They had no sym- 
pathy with him, and became hinderers to 
him as he was about to obtain the greatest 
of earthly blessings. 

We may be hinderers to others in a higher 
and more awful sense. Christians may 
hinder those who are coming to Christ. 
What an awful place it is to stand between 
lost souls and their Saviour! 

We may become hinderers to those who 
desire to see Jesus, by our conduct. More 
infidels, it has been remarked, are made by 
the lives of professing Christians than by 
the arguments of skeptics. Men too often 
judge of religion by the conduct of its pro- 
fessors. Whata chilling influence does an 
inconsistent Christian life have upon those 
who are groping toward the light! 

We become hinderers by our want of sym- 
pathy with those who would see Jesus. 
They come to us, perhaps, longing for help, 
and instead of giving them a cheerful word, 
we send them away with bitterness in their 
hearts. They feel that no one cares for 


their souls, 
We can become hinderers in a more posi- 





“Should you like to see God’s book, 





not being careful to observe the Sabbath 
properly ; in many ways we may be stum- 
bling blocks to others; in little ways 
scarcely noticed by us; but it is the little 
foxes that spoil the vines. Beware, O 
teacher, lest vou stand in the way, like the 
disciples, of the children coming to Jesus. 
A. H. H. 


-_ 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


What My Little Boy Taught Me. 


P hates now I heard a happy voice in the 
next room, where my little boy of two- 
years-and-a-half is playing, alone. Taking 
a sly peep, I saw the clothes-basket emp- 
tied, and, rigged with sundry strings and 
cushions, turned into a mock vehicle, in 
which sat the little fellow with his doll. 

‘‘T fought Ike an’ I’d take a nice wide! 
D-i-n—d-o-n! A’ ’board! Tsoo! Tsoo! 
Here we come! Goin’ Tsarlston in ’team- 
boat, find papa!”’ 

I turned away unseen, laughing, yet 
half sighing, at the new turn which all his 
play and conversation have taken of late. 
The child’s father, who had been his 
teacher and play-fellow, left us a month 
since; anda month isa long time to little 
folks, if not to those of larger growth. So 
now, to his innocent, affectionate heart, 
everything is somehow connected with 
‘napa,’’ and it has been a curious and use- 
ful study to watch the associations of his 
mind and to interweave for myself some 
comforting reflections upon the truth that 
all who love the Lord are but longing chil- 
dren, separated from a beloved Father. 

This absence of the head of our house- 
hold seems but temporary, and scarcely 
real. We live in the home provided by 
hiscare. Every room is full oftokens which 
eall him to mind. His arm-chair still 
standsinits place. Thereseems to besome- 
thing in the family atmosphere to make it 
impossible for even one so young to forget 
him. True, we miss the dear face, the 
cheerful voice, the pleasant personal com- 
panionship, but he is, ina very near and 
precious sense, still with us. 

And has our heavenly Father utterly 
withdrawn? Are we not in a home fitted 
with every possible evidence of his tender 
interest? Do not the loving providences 
which affect even the little things of our 
every-day life, attest his constant regard for 
our welfare? The rustling leaves and rush- 





tive way. By criticising the sermon, by 


ing waters bear an under-tone, more than 


